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1995 midwest backgammon championships 

MIKE COLGAN 
DERAILS EXPERTS 

Nora Luna Is Advanced Champ 

The finest group of backgammon 
players ever to assemble in Chicago

land gathered at the Oak Brook Marriott 
Hotel 24-26 March. The occasion was 
"Roll66," The 1995 Midwest Backgam
mon Championships. With Ballard, 
Goulding, Kazaross, Sylvester, 
Senkiewicz, Snellings, Ring, Russell, 
Woolsey, Trice, Malcolm Davis, Muench, 
Markowitz and reigning World Champ 
Frank Frigo in the field, there would be no 
easy path to victory. 

Enter Mike Colgan. Well known as an 
on-the-air news reporter for KCBS radio in 
San Francisco (he interviewed President 
Clinton 8 April), Colgan ' s only prior 
achievement was winning the 146-player 
Caesars Tahoe Intermediate tourney in 1989. 

One-by-one, Colgan (KG rating 1549) 
took apart the experts. Tak Morioka (1675) 
fell, then Yamin Yamin (1593). Next 
Milwaukee's Bob Holyon (1732) was 
wiped out. In the semifinals, Dean Muench 
(1719) bit the dust. 

Mike' s opponent in the finals was 
Arnold Zousmer of San Diego, CA. Al
though relatively unknown, Zousmer is 
currently 4th all-time on the 3-year-old 
American Backgammon Tour. To reach the 
finals, Arnold had upset former World 
Champion Joe Russell, Pittsburgh champ 
Abbas Zaltash, and Nevada Masters champ 
Howard Ring. 

The Colgan-Zousmer 15-point finals 
match up was all Colgan. Mike jumped out 
to a 9- 1 lead and never looked back. The 
final score was 15-4. Mike won close to 
$5,000 and a beautifull:18 scale 1957 
Corvette trophy. 

"I don't think anybody scored more 
than seven points off me all weekend," 
recalled Mike. "Dean Muench (in the 
semifinals) was my toughest match. I beat 
him 13-7, but there was one potentially 
dangerous position shown above: 

13-point semifinals. Mike Colgan 
(Black) leads Dean Muench (White) 
11-7. BLACK TO ROLL. 

Muench (7) 

Colgan (11) 

"I rolled a 2-1 , but when Dean failed to 
roll the double, the match was mine." 

Colgan was reflective after his victory. 
"My game has improved for a couple of 
reasons. One of them is "JellyFish." You 
can really learn from that program. And the 
other is FIBS (First Internet Backgammon 
Server). Being able to watch experts like 
Kit Woolsey really helps you." 

"A lot of Chicago players including 
Marcy [Sloan], Barry [Miller] , Stu [Katz] , 
Andy [Krenitz] on FIBS talked me into 
coming. I had been playing them for 
months on FIBS and they said, "Why don ' t 
you come out?" so I did . I think FIBS will 
really draw a lot of new players to back
gammon." 

THE ELIGIBILITY PANEL knew something 
when they voted Chicago' s David Rubin as 
"too good" to play in the Advanced divi
sion. The 2300+ chess master promptly 
went on to capture the Open Tournament 
by defeating Jack Takala (MI) two straight 
matches in the double elimination format. 

In the Intermediate division, Boston ' s 
red hot Nora Luna was unstoppable. She 
played with great intensity and concentra
tion throughout the weekend. Her semifinal 
match against Jim Muirhead (MI) went 
double match-point. And the finals was 
also close with Nora edging out a 13-9 

victory over Milad Doueihi (IL) in a wild 
last game that could have gone either way. 

This year's Limited division tourna
ment was the biggest in the country-49 
players. Congratulations to Indiana's John 
Smulders who bested Lee Pfiugrad (WI) in 
a hard-fought finals. 

In the other events, it was Doug Rob
erts & Wanda delaBarre (MA) capturing 
the 32-team doubles. Phil Laak topped Jon 
Vietor in the Blitz. Kit Woolsey beat Lou 
Salzman in the Nackgammon. And David 
Wells raced past Drew Giovanis in the 32-
player Speed-Gammon. 

Backgammon clocks were manditory 
for the semifinals and finals of the Interme
diate and Championship division. The 
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1995 MIDWEST BACKGAMMON CHAMPIONSHIPS 

CHAMPIONSHIP (64): 1-Mike Colgan (CA), 2-
Arnold Zousmer (CA), 3/4-Dean Muench (IL) 1 
Howard Ring (IL); 1C-Walter Trice (IL), 2C-Abbas 
Zaltash (PA); 1 LC-Joe Sylvester (MI) 
$125 OPEN (25): 1-David Rubin (IL), 2-Jack Takala 
(MI), 3-John Jennings (IL) 
ADVANCED (64): 1-Nora Luna (MA), 2-Milad 
Doueihi (IL), 314-Jim Muirhead (MI) I Patti Beadles 
(OR); 1 C-Martin Lee (ENG ), 2C-Ed Buerger (IL); 
1 LC-Bill Rudd (KY) 
LIMITED (49): 1-John Smulders (IN), 2-Lee 
Pflugrad (WI), 314-Keith Hvamsted (MN) I Harold 
Roberson (MN); 1C-Gienn Swanson (I L), 2C-Gary 
Tong (MI); 1 LC-Mary Kuchenbrod (KY) 
MIDWEST DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIP (32): 1-Doug 
Roberts & Wanda delaBarre (MA), 2-John O'Hagan 
(IN) & Drew Giovanis (FL), 314-Butch & Mary Ann 
Meese (IN) I Linda Woods & John Jennings (IL) 
SATELLITE DOUBLES (8): 112-Andy Krenitz (IL) & 
Samra Hadden (GA) I Kurt Schurecht (IL) & Bob 
Ebbeler (CA) 
BLITZ (128): 1-Phil Laak (CA) 
NACKGAMMON (32): 1-Kit Woolsey (CA), 2-Lou 
Salzman (IL), 314-Bob Glass (CA) I Bob Holyon (WI) 
SPEED-GAMMON (32): 1-David Wells (MA), 2-Drew 
Giovanis (FL), 314-Phil Laak (CA) I John Meyers (WI) 
"TOUR AMERICA" TOURNEY (16): 1-Kit Woolsey (CA) 
PIG ROLLING: 1-lrving Achtenberg (MO) 

STACK'EM DICE: Him Johnson (IL) 
CUBE GOLF: H ucky Nelson (IL) 
BG WHEEL OF FORTUNE: 1-Wi lcox Snell ings (NV) 
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LETTERS 
c/o Bill Davis 

2726 W. Lunt Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60645-3039 

PRAISE FOR JAKE 
Jake Jacobs' account ofthe Illinois State 
Challenge Cup ("Our Cup Runneth Over") 
in the March POINT was outstanding. For 
pure enjoyment and fun, there is no better 
writer than our own Jake Jacobs.-Don 
Jayhan, Carol Stream, IL 

DISAGREEMENT WITH DANNY 
I disagree with Danny Kleinman's answer 
for the Question 2 situation in "The Rul
ings Contest 2" (March 1995 POINT). I 
think that the correct answer should be (A), 
Judy wins one point, based on the explana
tion Danny gives in his December 1990 
"Shades of Gray" column. 

Judy said that Steve chortled. This is 
only a subjective opinion. The fact is that 
she offered a double and not a redouble.
Claudio Salamone, Tournament Director, 
Argentina Backgammon Association 

Danny Kleinman replies: All rulings must 
be based on the facts as stated or inferred. 

[Continued on page 3] 

coming attractions 

MARK YOUR BACKGAMMON 
I 2 3 4 5 I 
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* Denotes new or revised listing NATIONAL American Backaammon Tour events underlined. 

Apr 9 
Apr19 
Apr20 
Apr22 
Apr 23* 
Apr 23 
Apr 28-30 
Apr 28-30 
Apr30* 
May 7* 
May 7* 
May 18 
May 21 
May 21 
May 26-29 
Jun 11 
Jun 11 
Jun 15* 
Jun 25 
Jun 29* 
Jun 30-Jul3 
Jul 19* 
Jul20* 
Jul 28-30 
Aug 6* 
Aug 11-13 
Aug 16-20 

s.w..u 
Sep 29-0ct 1 

D..ct.6:.a 
Oct 11 -15 
Oct 27-29 

~ 
~ 
Nov 10-12 

Bar Point Club Sunday Tournament, Braxton Seafood Grill , Oak Brook, IL 
RSCARDS Spring 1995 Computer Modem Tournament, GEnie 
Third Thursday Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn , Flint, Ml 
Springfield Series Grand Finale, Parker's Sports Bar, Springfield, IL 
Greater New York Club Monthly, Ramada Inn, Woodbury, NY 
New England Club Monthly, Sheraton-Commander, Cambridge, MA 
Soring Gran Prix Embassy Suites Hotel La Jolla, CA 
New England Championship Oak & Spruce Center. South Lee MA 
Pittsburgh Bimonthly Tournament, Greentree Marriott, Pittsburgh, PA 
Milwaukee Sunday Bimonthly, John Hawks Pub, Milwaukee, WI 
Austin Sunday Tournament, Bombay Bicycle Club, Austin , TX 
Third Thursday Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 
New England Club Monthly, Sheraton-Commander, Cambridge, MA 
Greater New York Club Monthly, Ramada Inn, Woodbury, NY 
Chicago Open, Hyatt Regency Woodfield, Schaumberg. IL 
Bar Point Club Sunday Tournament, Braxton Seafood Grill, Oak Brook, IL 
New England Club Monthly, Sheraton-Commander, Cambridge, MA 
Third Thursday Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 
Greater New York Club Monthly, Ramada Inn , Woodbury, NY 
Michigan Summer Warm-Up Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 
Michigan Summer Championships. Novi Hilton Novi, Ml 
RSCARDS Summer 1995 Computer Modem Tournament, GEnie 
Third Thursday Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 
Thousand Islands Tournament Pine Tree Point Alexandria Bay. NY 
Summer Cool Tournament, Braxton Seafood Grill , Oak Brook, IL 
34th G/A Invitational, Grand Slam Bridge Club, Woodland Hills, CA 
Las Vegas Open, Riviera Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas, NV 
43rd Indiana Open. Ramada Inn East Indianapolis. IN 
Towpath Inn Tournament Towpath Inn. Turin. NY 
Nation's Capital Fall Championships. Promenade. Bethesda, MD 
5th Il linois Champs/America Cup, Location to be announced, IL 
Autumn Gran Prix. Embassy Suites Hotel La Jolla, CA 
35th G/A Invitational. Grand Slam Bridge Club Woodland Hills CA 
Backgammon In The Berkshires. Oak & Spruce Center. South Lee. MA 
NY/NJ BG CO-OP Big Apple Series. Oritani Hotel. Hackensack, NJ 

OUTSIDE USA 
Apr 14-17 Nordic "Wide" Open, SAS Scandinavia Hotel, Copenhagen, Denmark 
Apr 19-23 4th Tournament of the Americas, Herradura Hotel, San Jose, Costa Rica 
Ap28-May1 * European Backgammon News Labour Day Tournament, Almeria, Spain 
May 1 Hong Kong Monthly Tournament, Ladies Recreation Club 
May 6 Hamburg-Cup, Martins, Hamburg-Altona, Germany 
May 27-28* County Cups Trophy Tournament #2 , George Hotel, Solihull, England 
Jun 5* Hong Kong Monthly Tournament, Ladies Recreation Club 
Jun 9-11 1995 Swedish Open, Arvi Hotel, Farsta Stockholm, Sweden 
Jun 15-18 7th International Tournament City of Venice, Casino Municipale, Italy 
Jun 17-18 * Wansbeck Trophy Tourney, Buccaneer Pub, Newcastly, England 
Jun 29- Jul 2 1st Kaiserbrunnen Cup, Bielefeld, Germany 
Jul3* Hong Kong Monthly Tournament, Ladies Recreation Club 
Jul 8-9* Hilton Trophy Tournament, Hilton Hotel , Coventry, England 
Jul 7-9 Monte Carlo Warm-up, Loews Hotel, Monte Carlo, Monaco 
Jul1 0-16 World Backgammon Championship, Loews Hotel, Monte Carlo, Monaco 
Jul 20-23 Riviera's Cup Championship, Hotel Martinez, Cannes, France 
Aug 26-27* Studio Anne Carlton Trophy Tournament #3, George Hotel, Solihull , Eng. 
Sep 1-3 5th Mitteleuropa Tournament, Casino Park Nova Gorica, Slovenia 
Oct 1-6* 2nd German Open, Bielefeld, Germany 
Oct 6-8* Asian Championships, Ladies Recreation Club, Hong Kong 
Oct 14-15 * Sandy Osborne Memorial Trophy, Hilton Hotel, East Midlands, England 
Oct 14-15 * Abne Fynsmesterskaber, Odense, Denmark 
Nov 3-5* 1st Japan Open, Japanese Backgammon League, Tokyo, Japan 
Nov 18-19* Solihull Trophy Tournament #4, George Hotel , Solihull, England 
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LETTERS ... 
[Continued from page 2] 

Rulings Contest 2 Question 2 says "Steve 
chortles"-not "Judy said that Steve 
chortled." How does the director know that 
Steve chortled? It does not say. Perhaps 
from Steve's own admission; perhaps from 
a report of a reliable witness. Given the 
facts as stated, I stand by (B): Steve passed 
a redouble and Judy wins two points. 

Suppose, however, that Steve had not 
given the show away by chortling, or that it 
could not be established to the director's 
satisfaction that he had. Then, in the 
absence of any indication that either player 
had been aware of Steve's earlier double, I 
would no longer favor (B). Here the posing 
of alternatives which allow the game to be 
continued implies that the position is intact 
or can be restored. That would make it fair 

to put Judy on roll owning a 2-cube (C). 
Note also that Question 2 says, "As 

they are scoring the game, Judy notices the 
big 2-cube on her side of the board." This 
too is stated as fact. Again, how the fact 
was established does not concern us here, 
but surely there are mannerisms that might 
indicate to an opponent or witness whether 
Judy was aware of Steve's earlier double. 

Suppose the facts were different, e.g. a 
reliable witness had reported, "Before Judy 
picked up the stray cube and turned it to 2, 
I saw her glance at the 2-cube already on 
her side of the board." Then, even if the 
position could be restored, I would rule that 
Judy wins only one point (A). To do other
wise might give Judy a free shot in (admit
tedly rare) positions where Steve has a proper 
pass of a double but a take of a redouble. 

You are very alert to notice the resem
blance to the December 1990 rulings 

[Continued on page 5] 

AMERICAN BACKGAMMON TOUR* 1995 

Mike Colgan 
Abbas Zaltash 
Odis Chenault 
David Rubin 
Jim Muirhead 
Nora Luna 
Walter Trice 
Arnold Zousmer 
Clarine 
Ray Fogerlund 
Dean Adam ian 
Blake Sorem 
Jack Takala 

Compiled through 2 April 1995 after 4 tournaments 
(Upcoming: Spring Gran Prix, New England Champs, Chicago Open) 

22.88 Joe Sylvester 6.40 John Jennings 3.75 Paul Paris 
22.80 Martin Lee 5.60 Bill Rudd 3.20 Jim Roston 
20.83 Judy Brown 5.58 Troy Longman 2.79 Mary Kuchenbrod 
13.75 Bob Green 5.58 Pete Ryder 2.79 Edward Heiman 
13.25 Milad Doueihi 5.20 Ed Buerger 2.40 Randy Douthat 
11.44 Richard Armbruster 4.56 David DeVries 2.14 Johnnie Roberts 
11.20 Darn Bishop 4.56 Glenn Swanson 2.14 Gary Tong 
10.40 William Counts 4.50 Patti Beadles 2.08 Jessica Brandlin 
9.03 Bob Koca 4.50 Steve Baksic 2.08 Gayle Wolf 
9.03 Doug Roberts 4.40 James Kasarjian 2.00 Keith Hvamsted 
9.00 John Smulders 4.38 Lee Pflugrad 1.99 Harold Roberson 
9.00 Dean Muench 4.16 Elijah Mil ler 1.77 Mark Dam ish 
7.50 Howard Ring 4.16 Wayne King 1.60 

1.54 
1.54 
1.23 
1.14 
1.06 
1.06 
0.92 
0.86 
0.86 
0.80 
0.80 
0.78 

~
CHICAGO 
BAR 
POINT 
CLUB 

CHICAGO BAR POINT CLUB 
1995 PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

COMPILED 
THRU 31 MAR. 

Neil Kazaross 10.56 Jolie Rubin 2.60 Georgina Flanagan 1.52 
Harry Cohn 8. 72 Paul Friedman 2.58 Mojie Shishineh 1.52 
Jake Jacobs 5.80 Phyllis Smolinski 2.56 Frankie Farjood 1.28 
John Demian 5.32 Bill Keefe 2.56 Jon Hartman 1.28 
Herb Roman 4.52 Harold Seif 2.56 Alex Itkin 1.12 
Arline Levy 4.48 Nora Luna 2.56 Alan Zimmerman 0.88 
Gary Kay 4.48 Yamin Yamin 2.40 Joann Feinstein 0.88 
Tak Morioka 4.48 Amy Trudeau 2.24 Nan Feiber 0.88 
Richard Lloyd 4.16 Ralph Levy 1.92 Roland Dieter 0.88 
Tim Mabee 4.16 Sarg Serges 1.92 Wilcox Snellings 0.88 
Reggie Porter 3.52 Paul Rutermari 1.80 Don Jayhan 0.80 
Paul Franks 3.44 Bobbie Shifrin 1.72 John Brussel 0.76 
Paul Klein 3.36 Stu Katz 1.68 Jill Ferdinand 0.72 
Jeff Kane 3.04 Bill Davis 1.64 John O'Hagan 0.72 

David Rockwell 
Jay Ward 
Phil Simborg 
Barbara Levinson 
Leslie Lockett 
Rene Wojtysiak 
Andy Bittman 
Monica Miller 
Elaine Kehm 
Mark Murray 
MarkZoll 
Patrick Desmond 
Willie Franklin 
Ken Bond 

Mary Franks 3.00 Peter Kalba 1.60 John Stryker 0.72 Tom Fahland 
Alice Kay 2.92 Ed Buerger 1.52 Norma Shyer 0.72 Tim Carroll 
David Rubin 2.60 Elijah Miller 1.52 Ali Morovati 0.64 

0.64 
0.64 
0.64 
0.48 
0.48 
0.44 
0.40 
0.40 
0.36 
0.34 
0.32 
0.32 
0.32 
0.24 
0.24 
0.16 

Congratulations to GARY KAY who earned 2.96 points and March Player of the Month hon
ors. Harold Seif and Boston's Nora Luna were runner's-up with 2.56 points each. 

WE'RE MOVING THIS MONTH! 
NEXT POINT WILL BE IN JUNE 

Effective 28 April 1995, the Chicago Point 
and Chicago Bar Point Club will have a new 
mailing address, telephone and fax number: 

CHICAGO POINT, c/o Bill Davis 
3940 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Suite 504 

Chicago, IL 60659 

Telephone 312/583-6464 
Fax 312/583-3264 

Effective 28 April1995 

Although there will be no POINT in 
June, you are still guaranteed 12 issues for 
your "one year" subscription. Check the 
mailing label on your newsletter envelope 
to find out when your subscription expires. 
Exp: 78 means that this is your last issue. 

Until 27 April, you can continue to 
communicate with us at our Lunt Avenue 
address. Remember to change us in your 
database at the end of this month.-Ed. 

PRIME CLUB FINDS 'PRIME' 
LOCATION AT THE BELDEN 

More than two dozen players attended the 
Prime Backgammon Club of Chicago's 
grand opening tournament Friday, 17 March 
at the Belden North Restaurant, 7572 N. 
Western Avenue in Chicago. Prime players 
are very happy with the new accommoda
tions. The Belden North offers good parking, 
food and drink and backgammon play until 
2:00a.m. For more info, contact director 
Joann Feinstein at 708/674-0120. 

your move 

PROBLEM #213 

23-pt. 1995 Reno Masters finals. Howard 
Ring (Black) leads Mike Senkiewicz 
(White) 8 to 6. BLACK TO PLAY 5-2. 



advice to the dice/om 

DEAR MISS 
LONELYBLOTS 

© 1995 by Danny Kleinman 

THE ULTIMATE REMEDY 

Dear Miss Lonelyblots: My wife, my 
mistress, my secretary and my mas

seuse accompanied me to a recent tourna
ment. They gathered round to watch me play 
Hollis Beery in the first round. At an 8-8 
score in a I3-point match, I found myself 
up about a zillion pips in the race with 
Hollis anchored on my bar-point. I doubled, 
and Hollis scooped up the cube as if I had 
no chance of clearing the midpoint safely. I 
did leave a shot, but when Hollis missed, I 
converted to a pure race and won handily. 

After I bore my last man off, we set up the 
board for the next game, restored the cube 
to the center, and entered the score. Soon 
afterwards, I happened to glance at Hollis's 
scoresheet and noticed a "9--8" score. 

"It's TEN-eight, Hollis," I remarked. 
"I0-8, hell!" cried Hollis. "We were 

tied at 8 and you won a point. DirecTOR!" 
Director Libby Bloodhart answered his 

call. When she arrived, there was an empty 
Coca-Cola bottle on my side of the table 
next to the board; on the other side, five 
empty Carlsberg bottles and a sixth about 
two-thirds full. My wife, mistress, secretary 
and masseuse all swore that I doubled and 
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Hollis took. On a nearby board, I set up the 
position of the double and the take. 

"He never doubled me, Libby," shouted 
Hollis. "I wondered why he didn't turn the 
cube after I missed my shot. " 

"Did you announce '10-8 ' between 
games, Saul?" asked Libby. 

"No, I did not. " I replied. 
"Then I'll have to rule in favor of your 

opponent. I cannot penalized the player 
already behind in the match. " 

Is that fair? All signs-bottles, kibitzers 
and reconstructed position-pointed in the 
same direction. Anyone but Libby 
Bloodhart would have ruled in my favor.
Saul Softdrink 

DEAR SAuL: Suppose the signs conflicted 
-or worse, pointed in the other direction. 
Suppose the beer bottles were on your side 
of the table, Hollis had brought his wife, 
mistress, masseuse and secretary to watch 
the match, and all vehemently denied your 
version of the reconstructed position. 
Should Hollis then be allowed to get away 
with his cheating? For that's exactly what it 
is-if deliberate. 

I disagree with Libby's ruling. There's 
no reason to favor the trailer against the 
leader. Though it's a good idea to call out 
the score for clarity after each game, ti' s 
not a requirement. Besides, why should the 
burden of verifying the score fall more on 
you than Hollis? 

Furthermore, calling out the score 
would not keep Hollis from disputing it: he 

The Flint Area Club 
presents the 
Best Of Summer. 

Michigan Summer 
Backgammon 
Championships 

June 30-July 3, 1995 
Novi Hilton Hotel 

(near Detroit Metro Airport) 

June 29: Special Thursday 
Warm-Up at the Novi Hilton 

CJC: 810/232-9731 

[J 

could dispute it earlier, or claim 10-8 in his 
favor. Neither can other aids to clarity 
(such as announcing the level to which you 
turn the cube or counting your moves 
orally while playing doublets) stop a 
determined cheater. 

Though I believe firmly in a govern
ment of "law, not men," no set of proce
dures is foolproof. We must still rely on 
human judgment to administer laws. It was 
up to Libby to judge your dispute with 
Hollis not only by what she saw at the table 
and heard from the witnesses, but by 
everything else she knew. 

Alas, a director's lot is not an 'appy 
one. Even directors fairer than Libby will 
sometimes err, and "rolling for it"-the 
usual solution when one player's word 
contradicts another's-lets a cheater 
succeed about half the time. 

Cheer up. No thief steals from only one 
victim. If Libby-or some other director
assigns a disinterested monitor to observe 
Hollis surreptitiously, he will soon become 
known for what he is and barred from 
backgammon, where as in contract bridge, 
"Ostracism is the ultimate remedy for 
intentional offenses."-Miss Lonelyblots 11 

Do you have a backgammon-related 
question for Miss Lonelyblots involving 
people problems, game etiquette or the 
play itself? Write: Dear Miss Lonely
blots, c/o CHICAGO POINT, 2726 W. Lunt 
Avenue, Chicago, IL 60645-3039. 

Learn From The Giants! 
Wilcox Snellings vs. 

Mike Senkiewicz 
El Cariari final match from the 

Second Tournament 
of the Americas 

Analyzed by Antonio Ortega, 
Max Esquivel, Mario Madrigal, 

and Neil Kazaross 

BACKGAMMON: 
COSTA RICA 1993 

Spiral-bound. 185 pp. 
Extensive commentary by the 
two opponents plus six other 

unannotated matches. $35 + s&h 
To order, phone Carol Joy Cole 

at 810/232-9731 

April/May 1995 



LETTERS ... 
[Continued from page 3] 

problem. In that problem, however, there 
are hints that White was taking a shot. No 
facts are given to indicate anything which 
drew White's attention to her errant cube
turn, which suggests that she might have 
known she owned a 2-cube. But it does say 
that she rolled and played "a 6-3 (a mod
erately favorable number)" and then 
sought to continue the game with Black 
owning a 4-cube. What if she'd rolled a 
poor number? Would she then have asked 
for her 2-cube back? That, though superfi
cially like (C) in Question 2 of Rulings 
Contest 2, would give her a free shot. 

What would White do if not seeking a 
free shot? Acknowledge her mistake with
out trying to profit from it, e.g., "The cube I 
turned was a stray cube, not the game cube 
which I owned at 2. I intended to redouble 
you to 4. So please consider whether you 
want to pass or take my redouble. And if 
you decide to take and want to cancel my 
6-3, I'll be happy to reroll." 

Yes, problems can be posed in which 
the facts themselves are unclear or incapable 
of establishment (look no further than Saul 
Softdrink's letter to Miss Lonelyblots on 
page 4 of this issue). It is partly for this 
reason that I insisted on changing Bill 
Davis's proposed rulings column title from 
"Kleinman Rules" to "Shades of Gray."
Danny Kleinman, Los Angeles, CA 

1995 MIDWEST CHAMPIONSHIPS 
On behalf of us at The Anti-Cruelty Soci
ety, thank you so much for this year's 
$1,655 donation and the continued support 
that the Midwest Championships provides. 
We are very grateful to your players each 
year in remembering the animals in our 
shelter.-Jane M. Stern, Executive Direc
tor, The Anti-Cruelty Society of Chicago 

Congratulations to you and your staff on a 
great job at the 1995 Midwest Backgam
mon Championships. I still can't believe 
the outstanding field you attracted-along 
with so many new faces. Backgammon is 
alive in '95.-Arnold Zousmer, Rancho 
Santa Fe, CA 

BACKGAMMON EXPERIENCE A PLUS 
I am sending you an article, "They Play To 
Win," from the 13 March 1995 Forbes 
magazine. Very interesting. It seems that 
we should now add "backgammon player" 
to our rcsumcs.-Nora Luna, Jamaica 
?loin . MA 

This is must reading for gamers, Nora! Here 
is the opening of Philip E. Ross'sfine article: 

Which looks better on a resume? 
(a) An undergraduate degree in marketing, 
(b) An M.B.A. from a decent business 

school, 
(c) A victory at an important bridge, poker, 

backgammon or chess tournament. 

If you chose (c), you may be on to 
something. Successful games players are 
thick on the ground in the upper echelons 
of business, and often like to hire people 
with similar aptitudes. 

"Give me a choice between 100 bridge 
players or 100 college grads, and I'll take 
the bridge players in a second-they're 
used to always being dealt a new hand," 
says Norman Weinstein, an international 
chess master and member at Odyssey 
Partners, the big hedge fund. "Backgam
mon 's even better: You start from the same 
position, but the dice require you to play 
differently each time." 

For a copy of the entire article, send a self
addressed, stamped envelope (or $1 over
seas) to: CHICAGO POINT; 2726 W. Lunt 
Ave.; Chicago, IL 60645. After 24 April, 
mail to CHICAGO POINT c/o Bill Davis; 
3940 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Suite 504; 
Chicago, IL 60659.-Ed . .:1 

ILLINOIS ACTION .·. 

I
CHICAGO 
BAR 
POINT 
CLUB 

Bill Davis 
312/338-6380 

Peter Kalba 
312/631-8350 

.. ... ..•... . 

Tuesday, 6:15 P.M. at Golden 
Flame. 6417 W. Higgins Rd., 
Chicago; 312/792-0424. 

Sunday Bimonthly, 12:30 P.M. 
at Braxton Seafood Grill, 3 
Oakbrook Center Mall, Oak 
Brook; 708/57 4-2155. 

PUB CLUB: Tournaments Monday, 7:30P.M. at Cricket's 
Pub & Grill, 602 W. North Ave., Glendale Hts. V_ W_ 
Zimnicki (708/924-8632). 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY: To urn. Monday, 6:30P.M. at Alexander's , 
3101 E. 79th St., Chicago. J.A. Miller (312/768-5523). 

SANGAMON VALLEY BG ASSN: Tourn. 2nd & 4th Tuesday, 
6:00P.M. at Parker's Sports Bar. 2801 Peoria Road. Spring
field. Randy Armstrong (217/528-0117). 

BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL BG CLUB: Tourn. 1st. 3rd, 5th 
Tuesday, 6:15 P.M. at Ride The Nine, 503 N. Prospect, 
Bloomington. Lane O'Connor (309/454-1947) 

WINNETKA BG CLUB: Tournaments Wednesday, 7:00P.M. 
at 620 Lincoln, Winnetka. Trudie Stern (708/446-0537). 

CENTRAL ILL. BG CLUB: Tourn_ Thurs .. 6:30P.M. at Chi
Chi's, 4415 N. Rockwood. Peoria. Ed Zell (309/673-7622). 

PRIME BG CLUB OF CHICAGO: Tourn. Friday, 7:30P.M. at 
Belden North Restaurant. 7572 N_ Western Ave .. Chicago. 
Joann Feinstein (708/674-0120). 

NORTH CLUB: Daily side play except Sunday at 4747 W. 
Pete rson (402). Chicago. Greg Defotis (312/286-6719). 

MIKE COLGAN ... 
[Continued from page 1] 

Open division finals also chose to use a 
clock. Most reaction was positive. Champi
onship winner Mike Colgan said: "I would 
generally be in favor of it. I'm a relatively 
fast player so it didn't effect me at all even 
though it was the first time I ever used it. 
Once you get the hang of it, there's real! y 
no problem." 

Intermediate victor Nora Luna wen t a 
step further. "It really helped me to totall 
get into the game. I'd like to see clocks in 
use for all matches." 

But Champion runner-up Arnold Zousmer 
had a negative reaction towards the clock. 
"They were distracting, and I don 't think 
they were necessary." [Editor's note: see 
Amalgamation for information on obtain
ing the new Backgammon Clock Rules.] 

IN THE FUN SIDE EVENTS, 79-year-old Irving 
Achtenberg (MO) won the "battle of the 
bacon" to claim Pig-rolling top honors. 
With his victory, Irving joins his wife Gail 
(1988 winner) in the Pig-rolling "Hog of 
Fame." Tim Johnson (IL) was tops in 
Stack'Em Dice. Lucky Nelson won a$ 100 
bill in Cube Golf. 

Kit Woolsey first predicted how many 
6s would be rolled when a giant jar of dice 
was emptied by Amy Trudeau on Saturday 
afternoon. Then he won an unusual 'Tour 
America" backgammon game down Route 
66. And Wilcox Snellings captured the BG 
Wheel of Fortune event and 1/4 ounce of 
gold for solving the following puzzle: 
"What St. Patrick said to Robinson Crusoe 
one role prior to turning the cube." The 
answer: ''I'm just a castaway from Dublin." 

The Midwest Championships staff of 
Bill Davis, Peter Kalba, Carol Joy Cole, 
John & Dru Heggen and Amy Trudeau had 
great fun dressing in 50s clothing for the 
Saturday Charity Calcutta Auction. (See 
photos on page 7.) Peter "Big Daddy" 
Kalba did a great job raising nearly $ I 300 
for the Anti-Cruelty Society of Chicago. 
When all the money was totalled (including 
contributions from Arnold Zousmer and 
Judy Field), the final donation was $1655. 

Special thanks to those who assisted in 
the production of the Midwest Champion
ships: Rudy Rodriguez (Chicago Tribune), 
John Petergal (Fast Track Printing) and Jeff 
Henry (Jim Henry Trophies). And a special 
thanks to those who attended. The 202 
main event players was a record crowd for 
event-the 12th time we've broken an 
attendance record in as many years . .:1 
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personal account 

HAROLD'S 
VIEW 

by Harold Branch 

I Harold Hardhead, the better to resist 
' the introduction of knowledge, make 

an "imperfect" decision sometimes. Great 
errors lead to great embarrassment. How 
can I inoculate myself against embarrass
ment? (No, I'm not going to try to flush 
myself away.) My new approach : I defi
antly point out the error in some detail at 
the top of my voice, then ... I try to laugh 
louder than anyone else. 

Match to 9 points. No score. 

Remington (0) 

In my latest adventure, I was playing a 
casual match against Remington Riflefire, 
the Fastest Gun in the East. Game 1-no 
score. In the preceeding position, Rem 
(White) said "Double." 

I grieved over my shabby position for a 
moment, put myself through that hazy 
mental turmoil that passes for thinking, and 
. . . gave up!(?) 

Rem looked startled. "What are you 
doing, Harold? It's a very easy take!" 

He was right, of course. His error in 
doubling with a negative expectation was 
rewarded by his opponent passing with a 
positive expectation. A sorry exhibition. 

Do you remember Casey Stengel, 
surrounded by his expansion team, the 
New York Mets of the 1960s? Casey 
looked around at his dismal collection of 
castoffs and hopefuls and asked, "Does 
anyone here know how to play this game?'' 

That extended outfield prime is brittle 
and a bit weakish, as any player of experi
ence* knows. And speed has a strength of 
its own. 

Look at these numbers for 200 sample 
rollouts--especially the gammons. After 
Black takes, White, the doubler, won 80 
plain and 10 gammons. Black won 92 
plain, 16 gammons and 2 backgammons! 
120 net points to Black (!)-not White. 
Don't say anything, Casey! 

*Experience: That body of recollections 
that help us recognize a mistake when we 
make it again. 

Michael Valentine, Oiredor 
41 East 60th Street 

Open Oady 

(Between Park Avenue and Madison Avenue) 

New York City 

3:00 PJv1.-2:00A.M. 
I nformafion 

212/753-0842 

HASTY 
PLAYS 

prudence 

by Duane Jensen 

9 point match. White leads Black, 7 to 1. 
BLACK TO PLAY 1-1 . 

HOME 

Black played 511 (hitting), leaving 
himself a strong favorite in the match. 

A better play is to bear off four men, 
leaving the blot on the 5-point. The risk of 
being hit and losing the match is quite 
sma!l--{)nly about 2%. On the plus side, 
Black wins gammons (worth 8 points) 59% 
of the time and 4 point wins 39%. 

Playing 511 yields only 43% 8 point 
gammons and 57% 4 point wins. A look at 
the match equities of the two plays shows 
the superiority of bearing off four checkers. 

Bear Off 4 Checkers 
Win 8 pts. (gammon) ....... 59% 
Win 4 pts ..... ... ....... ... .. ..... 39% 
Lose 4 pts ..... ... ... ............. .. 2% 

Match Equity 
59% x 100% (Score 9-7) 
39% x 36% (Score 5- 7) 
2% x 0% (Score 1-11) 

Play 5/1 (hitting) 

= 0.59 
= 0.14 
= 0.00 

Win 8 pts. (gammon) .... .. .43% 
Win 4 pts ... ... ........... ...... .. 57% 

Match Equity 
43% x 100% (Score 9- 7) = 0.43 
57% x 36% (Score 5- 7) = 0.21 

64% Ll 

Chicago Point is moving 28 April 
CH ICAGO POINT, c/o Bill Davis 

3940 W. Bryn Mawr Ave., Suite 504 
Ch icago, IL 60659 

Phone: 312/583-6464 
Fax: 312/583-3264 
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The 1995 Midwest Backgammon Championships 

Mike Colgan displays his 1: 18 scale 1957 
Corvette Champ trophy as 
Arnold Zousmer looks on. 

Nackgammon and 'Tour America" champ 
Kit Woolsey with stepson Phillip Nutting. 

April/May 1995 

Doubles champions Wanda delaBarre 
and Doug Roberts ponder a move. 

Peter Kalba and Amy Trudeau get the count 
of 6s rolled (94 out of 543 dice) after a giant 
jar of dice was emptied on Saturday. 

What did Nora Luna say after winning the 
Advanced Championship?: "I'm going to 
Monte Carlo!'' 

Midwest Champ Mike Colgan (a reporter 
for KCBS) with First Lady Hillary Clinton. 

Open champion David Rubin shares his 
victory with wife Jolie. 

CHICAGO POINT 78 



last month's position 

PROBLEM #212 
SOLVED 

by Kit Woolsey 

Tournament double match-point. 
BLACK TO PLAY 4-4. 

Black has rolled an awkward number 
and now must choose the proper 

approach. While there are several conceiv
able plays, they basically fall into two 
categories: attacking and priming. Which 
should it be? 

In order to answer this question, we 

AMALGAMATION 

Here are four club updates: Harold Branch 
(502/458-7468) tells us that Louisville 
Backgammon is back at the Delta Lounge, 
434 W. Market Street, 2nd & 4th Tuesdays 
at 6:30p.m. The Pacific NW Backgammon 
Assn. now meets at Venue, 10833 NE 8th 
Street, Bellevue, W A Mondays at 7:00 
p.m. Call Chuck Breckenridge at 206/ 
778-8181. The Houston (Bayou) Backgam
mon Club meets Tuesdays at the Rock 
Bottom Brewery on Richman Street. Jack 
Butler (7131774-9439) has the details. San 
Francisco backgammon has moved from 
the Golden Gate Grill down the street to the 
Baja Cantina, 3154 Fillmore on Wednesdays. 
Call Todd Berger at the Cantina for more 
info (415/885-2252) . .. Condolences to 
Paul Franks (IL) on the passing of his 
father 31 March .. . Central Backgammon 
Club codirectors Ed Bauder and Linda 
Woods have started publishing a 3-page 
newsletter. Four issues per year are prom
ised. Those wishing to gain insight into 
running a friendly backgammon club 
should send $2.00 ($4.00 overseas) for all 

must consider the positive and negative 
aspects of both players' positions. Rather 
than playing into White's strength, Black's 
goal must be to make the play that accentu
ates his own advantages. 

White's strengths are a good 4-point 
board and an anchor. She would not mind a 
blot-hitting contest, since she already has 
several men back, an anchor, and a good 
inner board. 

Black's solid 5-prime is his big asset. In 
addition, he appears to have the timing edge. 

What are Black's weaknesses? He has 
fewer inner board points, and a back 
checker stuck behind White's blockade. If 
Black can force White to bust her board, 
Black's game will become much easier. 

From this discussion, it becomes clear 
that Black's high priority is to maintain his 
solid 5-prime. Plays such as 8/4(2), 7 /3(2)* 
(probably the best of the attacking plays) 
sacrifice Black's main advantage. Such a 
move plays into White's hands, giving her 
a chance to turn the entire game around 
with a lucky fly shot from the bar. If Black 
instead retains his prime, White is under 
pressure to escape now or commence 
crumbling his board. 

Now that we have formulated Black's 
best game plan, we must choose between 
the plays which carry out that plan. There are 
only two such plays: 1711 *,and 17/5, 8/4. 

four issues to: Central Illinois BG Club; 
Ill 5 E. McClure; Peoria, IL 61603-2007 ... 
Visiting the Bar Point Club in March: Jon 
Vietor (CA), Nora Luna (MA) and Wilcox 
Snellings (NV) .. . Congratulations to MBC 
staffer Amy Trudeau and Hugo Valerio 
on their marriage 8 April in Niles , IL. Bar 
Point Clubbers Bill Davis, Peter Kalba 
and Georgina Flanagan attended. The 
couple will honeymoon in Cancun, Mexico 
. .. Is anyone who attended the Midwest 
Championships missing an imitation Mont 
Blanc pen? Carol Joy Cole (313/232-
9731) found one ... We can't say enough 
about the new backgammon program that's 
sweeping the world: Jellyfish Tutor 1.2 and 
Analyser 1.0. It's a truly tough competitor 
that will have you talking to yourself. If 
you can win more than half of the matches 
you play against it, you're ready for the 
Championship division. Simple as that. To 
order, telephone Larry Strommen at 317 I 
545-0224 or Carol Joy Cole at 810/232-
9731 ... Odis Chenault (CA) really wanted 
to see Michael Jordan's triumphant 
Chicago return to Bulls Basketball on 
Friday, 24 March. So instead of playing the 
Doubles tourney at the Midwest Champs, 
he traveled from Oak Brook to the United 

17/5, 8/4 has the advantage of forcing 
White to play her full roll next turn, which 
could be important if White rolls large 
numbers . The downside is that it places a 
checker on the point White needs to get. If 
White hits the blot (which she will do most 
of the time), she will then be poised to 
escape. Black will be stuck on the bar, and 
White's board is so strong that Black wiii 
be unable to do much. In addition, by 
moving from the 8-point, Black will have 
taken away his most flexible spare checker, 
so that once he enters, his next rolls may be 
difficult to play. 

1711 * has the disadvantage of hitting 
and putting a checker out of play. Other
wise, it is clearly better. Black remains 
poised with three builders to pounce on any 
checker which White is able to get to 
Black's 4-point. Black won't mind being 
hit back so much, unless White is able to 
hit and advance to the 4-point at the same 
time. In addition, Black retains the previ
ously-mentioned crucial spare on the 8-
point. Putting it all together, it looks like 
17/1 * is the best play. 

This problem is much easier because of 
the double match-point conditions. If 
gammons were important, a lot could be 
said for 8/4(2), 7/3(2)* . However, under 
the actual conditions, Black must maintain 
his advantageous prime. ~ 

Center where he bought a $15 standing 
room ticket at the scalped price of $115. 
When you factor in the limousine rides, 
refreshments and souvenirs, the evening 
cost him $250. "And it was worth every 
penny!" said Odis ... Condolences on the 
passing of Californian AI Demirjian. The 
74-year-old Demirjian lost his battle with 
prostate cancer on 11 March. He is sur
vived by his wife Lucy and two children ... 
We apologize to Ed Bauder and Scott 
Richardson (IN) who were I stand 2nd in 
last year's Midwest Champs Open divi
sion. Although they weren't credited with 
their earned master points (9 .34 and 4.46 
respectively), the points are now included 
in the all-time totals ... For a copy of the 
new Backgammon Clock Rules (a joint 
effort of Bill Davis, Nack Ballard, Danny 
Kleinman and Kent Goulding used 
successfully at the Midwest Champs), send 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope (or $1 
overseas) to: CHICAGO POINT; 2726 W. 
Lunt Ave.; Chicago, IL 60645-3039. After 
24 April, mail it to our new address: CHI
CAGO POINT, c/o Bill Davis; 3940 W. 
Bryn Mawr Ave., Suite 504; Chicago, IL 
60659. With your request, we'll throw in 
the revised Speed-Gammon rules. ~ 
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who did what 

WINNER'S 
CORNER 

Jan.-Apr. 1995 

BIBA'S Interesting Birthday Adventure 
(Leeds, England; 6-8 Jan.) ... OPEN (61): 1-
Mustafa manav (TUR), 2-John Broomfield, 
3/4-Martin Lee I Derek Matheson; 1 C-Mat
thew Fisher, 2C-Simon Jones; 1 LC-Jeff Ellis, 
2LC-Rick Janowski. FRIDAY KO (26): 1-
Rick Janowski, 2-Neil Webb. DOUBLES: 11 
2-Mark Adkins & Steve Bibby I Jeff Ellis & 
Jim Moore. SUICIDE! (44): 1-Steve Bibby, 
2-Peter Fallows .. . Congratulations to 
Michael Crane, Jim Moore and all the British 
Isle Backgammon Association members on 
their 5th birthday. In honor of the celebra
tion, Donald Hatt baked a large fruit cake in 
the shape of a backgammon board. 
GNYBC Monthly Tournament (Woodbury, 
NY; 22 Jan.) .. . OPEN: 1-Karen Davis, 2-
Anton Rusin; 1 C-Bob Bishop. INTERMEDI
ATE: 1-David Morenberg, 2-Marc Simon; 
1 C-Donny Lomuto. 
Atlanta Club Championship (Atlanta, GA; 28 
Jan.) ... CHAMPIONSHIP: 1-Dave Cardwell, 
2-Jim Hickey, 3/4-Roy Dixon I Larry Taylor. 
ATLANTA MONTHLY: 1-Dave Cardwell, 2-
Bob Joiner; 1 C-Roy Dixon, 2C-Aian 
Epstein .. . In order to participate in the Club 
Championship, you either had to be a Player 
of the Month, or be listed in the Atlanta Top-
10 tor 1994. 
Gammon Associates Tournament of Cham
pions (Woodland Hills, CA; 5 Feb.) .. . 
CHAMPIONSHIP (16): 1-Ray Fogerlund, 2-
Patrick Gibson. 
6th French Open (Paris, France; 9-12 
Feb.) ... CHAMPIONSHIP: 1-Gerard Duguet
Grasser (FRA), 2-Evert Van Eijck (NL), 314-
Marc Klein (FRA) I Freddy Narboni (SWZ); 
1 C-Jurek Sarzynski (GER), 2C-James Colen 
(USA); 1 LC-Markus Rindisbacher (SWZ). 
INTERMEDIATE: 1-Valentin Loukov (BUL), 
2-Andrea Sirch (ITA), 3/4-Bernard Chetrit 
(FRA) I Fritschy (GER); 1 C-Sandy de Bruin 
(FRA), 2C-Peter Gittins (GB); 1 LC-Christine 
Mochon (FRA). SUPER JACKPOT: 1-James 
Colen (USA), 2-Giancarlo Bizzaro (BRZ). 
TEAM EVENT: 1-Estoril (POR): Manuel 
Capucho & Jorge Figuiredo, 2-Les Gen
darmes (USA): James Colen & Bill Robertie. 
Jarvis Trophy Ranking Tournament #1 
(Soli hull, England; 11-12 Feb.)... OPEN 
(1 08): 1-Stephen Turner, 2-Steve Halley, 3-
Shahid Baig, 4-Jim Johnson, 5-Uidis 
Lapikens, 6-Paul Lamford. TOP LADY: 
Monica Beckerson. BETTER LUCK NEXT 
TIME: Sue Milnor. FRIDAY NIGHT KO (26): 
1-Don O'Neal, 2-Rich Janowski. 

Hong Kong Monthly (Hong Kong; 13 
Feb.) ... OPEN: 1-Jonathan Barnes, 2-Kiaus 
Paatsch; 1 C-Andre Hoffman, 2C-Ian Boyce. 
CHAMPIONSHIP: 1-Ed Cartledge, 2-Peter 
Wong; 1 C-John Schneeberger, 2C-Chris 
Roberts. 
Ninth International Games Festival 
(Cannes, France; 16-19 Feb.) ... CHAMPI
ONSHIP: 1-Matthias Korner (GER) , 2-Bruno 
LeMilinaire (FRA), 3/4-Gerard Galuppo 
(FRA) I Stephanie Riso (FRA); 1 C-Aiberto 
Rossi (ITA), Lucien Orsini (FRA); 1 LC-An
drea Sirch (ITA). INTERMEDIATE: 1-Fiavio 
Fossati (FRA), 2-Parvis Daroudi (FRA), 314-
Bambi De Bruin (SPA) I Patrizia Rossi (ITA); 
ILC-Jean-Philippe Rohr (FRA). WARM-UP: 
1-Freddy Narboni (SWZ), 2-Matthias Korner 
(GER). 
Hoosier Backgammon Club Awards Tour
nament (Indianapolis, IN; 19 Feb.) ... OPEN 
(11 ): 1-Don Woods, 2-Chuck Bower. AD
VANCED (12) : 1-Jan Gurvitz, 2-Neil Ezell. 
NEBC Sunday Monthly (Cambridge, MA; 19 
Feb.) ... EXPERT (21 ): 1-John Mansey, 2-
Rich Sweetman (NH), 314-lvan Birn I Marty 
Storer (NH); 1 C-lgor Sheyn, 2C-Walter 
Trice. A DIV. (1 0): 1-Dennis Malkowski, 2-
Larry Yeager; 1 C-Ming Lee, 2C-Joe Moore. 
B DIV. (4): 1-AI Mason; 1 C-Paul Sciaraffa. 
GNYBC Monthly Tournament (Woodbury, 
NY; 26 Feb.)... OPEN: 1-Steve Keats, 2-
Larry Liebster; 1 C-Cosmo Tamada 
RSCARDS Winter 1995 Tournament: (GEnie 
computer service, Feb.-Mar.) ... OPEN (15): 
1-John Jennings (IL), 2-Dan Shirley (NY), 31 
4-Rudolph Silich (MI I Steven Pleva (CT), 51 
8-Scott Deakins (UT) I Richard Gilliam (FL) I 
Greg Tomlin (IL) I Randy Forsyth (MB). 
1995 Argentine Championship (Buenos 
Aires, Argentina; Mondays in Mar.) ... 
CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS: Daniel Buzzella, 
Paula Estacolchic, Rafael Dana. JUNIOR 
WINNERS: Gustavo Ferdandez, Fernando 
Morrone, Eduardo Goyhman. BEGINNER 
WINNERS: Eli Aguero, Carlos Eder, Adrian 
Medel ... 200 Argentina Backgammon Asso
ciation members attend every Monday at the 
Hotel Regente in Buenos Aires. 
Hong Kong Monthly (Hong Kong; 6 Mar.) .. . 
OPEN: 1-Jerry Godsey, 2-Don Rae; 1 C-Steve 
Nelson, 2C-Jonathan Barnes. CHAMPION
SHIP: 1-Chris Roberts, 2-Lorenzo Andriola; 
1 C-Henry Donne, 2C-Lelsey McFarlane. 
Gammon Assoc. 33rd lnvitationai-ABT 
(Woodland Hills, CA; 10-12 Mar.) . .. OPEN 
(48): 1-0dis Chenault, 2-Ray Fogerlund, 3-
Dorn Bishop; 1 C-Ciarine, 2C-Richard 
Armbruster. LIMITED (17): 1-David 
DeVries, 2-Johnnie Roberts; 1 G-Randy 
Douthat. SPECIAL 16: 1-Kit Woolsey, 2-Joe 
Russell. SPECIAL 11 : 1-Mike Fujita. 
DOUBLES I (16): 1-Patti Beadles & Ed 

Bybak, 2-Ron Coffin & Norm Wiggins. 
SPEED-GAMMON WINNERS: #1-Dick 
Farran, #2-Phil Laak/Steve Sax, #3-Art Ben
jaminiOdis Chenault, #4-Ray Fogerlund ... 
Patrick and Carla Gibson attribute the rise in 
attendance to the American Backgammon 
Tour and FIBS, but we think their friendly di
recting skills have a lot to do with it. 
Milwaukee Sunday BiMonthly (Milwaukee, 
WI; 12 Mar.) ... OPEN (12): 1-Jeff Kane, 2-
Bob Holyon; 1 C-Peter Kalba (IL) . INTERME
DIATE (11): 112-Barbara Levinson (IL) I 
Reggei Porter (IL); 1 C-Dennis Hajewski. 
2nd Hong Kong Invitational (Hong Kong; 
17-18 Mar.) ... OPEN (19) : 1-Marc Mostacci, 
2-Jonathan Barnes; 1 C-Andre Hoffman. 
CHAMPIONSHIP (12) 
Rio de Janiero Tournament (Rio, Brazil; 
23-26 Mar.) ... OPEN: 1-Paul Weaver, 2-
Sergio Gelabert (Arg), 314-lan McFarlane I 
Armando Balbi, 5-Christian Toth, 6-Aiex 
Drummond. 
U.S./Canadian Open & \ermont State 
Championship-ABT (Stratton Mt. , VT; 2 
Apr.) ... U.S./Canadian Open-OPEN: 1-
Wayne King (NJ), 2-0iiver Baksic (CAN). 
INTERMEDIATE: 1-Bob Lumbra (VT), 2-
Larry Liebster (NJ). BEGINNER: 1-Steve 
Baksic (CAN), 2-AI Mason (MA). Vermont 
State (ABT}-{)PEN (8) : 1-Doug Roberts 
(MA), 2-James Kasarjian (MA); 1 C-Wayne 
King (NJ). INTERMEDIATE (8): 1-Steve 
Baksic (CAN), 2-Edward Heiman; 1 C-Mark 
Damish (MA). 
Nation's Capital Spring Open (Bethesda, 
MD; 1-2 Apr.) .. . OPEN (27): 1-Chen-Fu Yu, 
2-Barry Steinberg; 1 Cons.-David Montgom
ery; 4-Ed O'Laughlin, 5-Ed Maslansky, 6-
Dennis Culpepper; 1 LC-Herb Avram. JACK
POT: 1-Neil Berkman. 
Bar Point Sunday (Oak Brook, IL; 9 Apr.) .. . 
OPEN (15): 1-Paul Franks, 2-John Meyers 
(WI), 314-Yamin Yamin I Tak Morioka; 1 Cl 
2C-Harry Cohn I Jeff Kane (WI). ADVANCED 
(12): 112-Frankie Farjood I Mary Franks, 314-
Aiice Kay I Elaine Kehm; 1 CI2C-Reggie Por
ter I Stan Kucharz. 11 

Go Back. 
Chicago Point 

Back Issues For Sale 
$3.00 each 

10 or more@ $2.50 each 
Bill Davis 

2726 W. Lunt Ave . 
Chicago, IL 60645-3039 
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20th Anniversary 

MONTE-CARLO 
WORLD BACKGAMMON 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
at Loews Monte-Carlo Hotel 

with the participation of 
FRED JEWELLER 

July 10-16,1995 
Special Warm-up Weekend 
Friday, July 7 to Sunday, July 9 

SOCIAL PROGRAMME 
Welcome Cocktail, Monday 8:00pm, Salon 

Foyer of the Loews Monte-Carlo Hotel. 
Gala Dinner, Wednesday at 8:30pm at the 

Sporting Club (Black Tie) . Awards Ceremony 
and Cocktail Party, Sunday at 9:00pm, Salon 

Foyer of the Loews Monte-Carlo Hotel. 

U.S.A. Information and Future Invitations: 
Les & Sue Boyd • 1300 Citrus Isle 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315 
Telephone: (305) 527-4033 

Europe Information 
Mr. James Ballfe • Duggingerhoff 38 

4053 Basel, Switzerland 
Telephone: (61) 331.58.16 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Special Warm-Up Weekend 
Friday, July 7 to Sunday, July 9 

. Monday, July 10 
j 1 0:00am-6:00pm .......... .............. Registration 
i 8:00pm .... .. .............. Welcome Cocktail Party 
:I 9:00pm ...................................... Mini-Jackpots 

.. Tuesday, July 11 
j 11:00am-1:00pm ............ Tennis Tournament 
1 1:00pm ....................... Pari-Mutual Wagering 
j 2:00pm ........ .. ............... Championship Flight 
) 3:00pm ...... Intermediate & Beginner Flights 
j 6:00pm ...... .. .... .. ....................... . Mini-Jackpots 

i. Wednesday, July 12 
~ ll:OOam-l:OOpm ............ Tennis Tournament 
l 11:00 am .............................. GolfTournament 
I Noon-7:00pm ...................... .. .. Mini-Jackpots 
j 1:00pm .......................... $1,000 Super Jackpot 
i 8:30pm ........ ........ ..... Gala Dinner (Black Tie) 

~ Thurs., July 13 & Fri., July 14 
j ll:OOam-1 :OOpm ....................... Tennis Finals 
t 4:00pm ... .. .. Play resumes incl. Consolations 
! 6:00pm .... .. ...... ....... ................. .. Mini-Jackpots 

Saturday, July 15 
] 2:00pm .......... .. ........ ........ Last Chance Flights 
l 3:00pm .... . World Championship Semifinals 
.l 4:00pm .. .................................... Mini-Jackpots 

l Sunday, July 16 
I 2:00pm .. ... Fred World Team Championship 
!! 3:15pm .............. World Championship Final 
i 9:00pm .. Awards Ceremony & Cocktail Party 

ENTRY FEES 
Championship Flight.. .. ................... FE 4.500 
Intermediate Flight .... .. ..................... FF 1.500 
Beginner Flight ............. .. .. .. ............... FF 1.000 
100% of all entry fees returned. Registered 
players receive complimentary entry to the 
Social Programme, the Sports Programme 
and the Fred World Team Championship. 

REGISTRATION FEE 
Players and Social Guests ............... FF. 1.000 

SPORTS PROGRAMME 
Access to Tennis and Golf Tournament is 
free of charge to tournament players. 

HOTEL LOEWS BG ROOM RATES 
5-night minimum, single or double occ.: 
Garden View ..................... FF. 1250 per night 
Sea View ........................... FF. 1.450 per night 
Room rates upon availability. Above prices in
clude tax and services. 

RESERVATIONS 
Hotel Loews Monte-Carlo 

12, Avenue des Spelugues, B.P. 179- MC 
98007 Monaco Cedex 

Tel: 93.50.65.00 - Telex: 479435 MC 
Fax: 93.30.01.57 

INFORMATION 
Monaco: World Backgammon Office 

Societe des Bains de Mer 
Place du Casino MC 98000 

Monte-Carlo Tel: 92.16.21.33 
Telex: 479432 hermit- Fax: 92.16.69.27 

We proudly present the: 

7th International Backgammon Tournament 
CITY OF VENICE 

CASINO• MUNICIPALE-LIDO OF VENICE 
15-18 JUNE 1995 

First prize minimum guaranteed: Lit. 20,000,000. 

Entry Fees 
Master: Lit. 700,000. Advanced: Lit. 250,000. 

Intermediate: Lit. 70,000. Beginner: Lit. 10,000. 

Warm up • Progressive Consolation 
Speed-Gammon • Team Tournament 

Venetian Blitz • Jackpots 
Super-Jackpot • Public Draw 

Prize-giving Cocktail Party • 40+ Trophies 

The firm Dal Negro will supply their 
beautiful tournament boards. 

! To receive a brochure,fax us: 

1

1

.

1

. studiogiochi 
S. Polo3083 

1-30125 Venezia 
· Tel.: 3941-5211029 

7° TORNEO 
INTERNAZIONALE 
D1 BACKGAMMON 
CITTA' D1 VENEZIA 

l Fax:3941-5240881 

~-----------------) 

May 26-29,1995 
Hyatt Regency Woodfield 

Schaumburg, Illinois 

Featuring: 
~ Championship: Double Elimination 

Format with progressive consolation 
Intermediate: Continuous Play Format 
with Match Money & Consolation 

~ $350 Masters Jackpot 
~ Doubles Tournament 

$5 Mini-Matches 
Blitz Tournament 

~ $72 Room Rates (Single or Double) 
(800) 233-1234 or (708) 605-1234 

For more information: . 
Joann Feinstein 

708/674-0120 


