
NUMBER85 A Prime Source of Backgammon Information DECEMBER 1995 

1995 american backgammon tour 

JOE RUSSELL WINS 
1995 ABT AT THE WIRE 

Prior to Gammon Associates' 35th 
Invitational , the last of 17 nationwide 

1995 American Backgammon Tour events, 
Joe Russell of Studio City, CA stood in 8th 
place with 21.01 points. "I had some other 
business planned for the weekend, but I 
knew if [director] Pat Gibson got a big 
enough turnout I could win." 

In fact Russell needed a first place finish 
coupled with Open division attendance of 

at least 39 
players to 
overtake Doug 
Roberts ' and 
Abbas Zaltash's 
point totals. The 
G/A finale 
event, held 1-3 
December at the 
Holiday Inn in 
Woodland Hills, 
CA, fielded 42. 
Joe's dramatic 1995ABTChampion 

Joe Russell. tournament 
victory earned 

him the title of 1995 ABT Player of the Year. 
Considering he entered only seven ABT 

events, Russell, the 1989 world backgammon 
champion, had an excellent 1995. He also 
won the Chicago Open in May and the 
$1000 Firecracker Jackpot at the Michigan 
Summer Championships in July. 

Regarding his 35th G/A clutch victory, 
Russell praised director Gibson ' s efforts as 
well as the strength of the field , "The 
tournament was well run and I thought the 
competition was extremely tough. Freddy 
Kalantari (MN) in the fi nals played very 
well [Russell won 11-8]. Doug Amenda 
(AZ) was very strong. And Daniel Murphy, 
who I came back from down I 0--4 to 11 , 
played well , too. Maybe JellyFishT", FIBS 
and the backgammon newsletters are 
making a positi ve di fference." 

Facing the always-tough Bob Glass 
(who fini shed third), Russell remembers 

[Continued on page 4] 
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Long Road To Gammon© 1995 by Danny 
Kleinman. Published by the author, 5312 Y2 
Village Green; Los Angeles, CA 90016. Spiral 
bound soft cover, 176 pages. Price: $32. 

CHICAGO POINT readers scarcely need 
an introduction to the backgammon 

writings of Danny Kleinman. In the June 
1988 premiere issue, Danny (as "Miss 
Lonelyblots") offered his advice on the 
proper rules and procedures for strip back
gammon, and he has been represented in 
almost all of the 85 issues to date. Kleinman 
is backgammon' s most prolific author. He 
originated many of the analytical methods 
that we take for granted today, and he 
remains virtually peerless in the areas of 
theory, technique, and tactics . 

But Danny has been inactive as a 
tournament player for many years. This 
creates a credibility problem when he 
comments on situations that call for judge
ment and intuition. If Kit Woolsey or Bill 
Robertie says "In this position, I would do 
that, " I tend to believe them, knowing that 
whatever reasoning Bill or Kit uses to 
come up with "that," the result is a power
ful game which often wins tournaments. If 
Danny offers exactly the same opinion as 
would Bill or Kit, I look at it in a different 
light: Not representing the thought pro
cesses of a demonstrably great player, his 
observations and reasoning must stand on 
their own and convince me. 

"Long Road To Gammon" is Kleinman's 
12th backgammon book. Like its predeces
sors, it was composed on a typewriter and 
published by its author. The main drawback 
to Kleinman ' s production technique is that 
his backgammon diagrams are ugly and 
difficult to read. Since Danny could easily 
triple his book sales by investing $700 or 
so in a computer and some graphics soft
ware, I presume that he sticks with his 

antique format in order to discourage 
unmotivated readers. 

The new book contains three annotated 
matches and 18 miscellaneous short sub
jects, with the match commentary taking 
up 142 of the book's 176 pages. In going 
through the text, I have on the whole, been 
quite favorably impressed with the analy
sis. Danny's explanations of the checker 
plays are compact, lucid, and cogent. 
Although none of his concepts are entirely 
new to me, in many instances, his presenta
tion is fresh and original enough to have 
improved my understanding of things I 
thought I already knew. When his recom
mended plays differ from those actually 
made by the expert players, his commen
tary is in most cases sufficient to convince 
me that he is right. 

Here's a rather nice example from page 46: 

Diagram A. 17 point match. Black leads 
White 5-3. WHITE TO PLAY 2-2. 

White actually played 6/2(2). Kleinman 
writes: 

"White doesn't need his 2-point 
for blocking purposes. So long as he 
has his 8-point, Black won't be mov
ing there anyway, and making the 2-
point here deactivates the 6-point as 
a builder. Therefore White should 
look for reasonable alternatives. 

"13/9, 13/9 improves White's 
blockade, keeping Black from es
caping on 6-2. But that lets Black 

[Continued on page 5] 



A Prime Source of Backgammon Information 

EDITOR & PUBLISHER 
Bill Davis 

3940 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.; Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60659-3128 

Telephone: 312/583-6464 
FAX: 312/583-3264 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Harold Branch (KY) Duane Jensen (MN) 
Carol Joy Cole (MI) Neil Kazaross (IL) 
Jerry Godsey (Hong Kong) Danny Kleinman (CA) 
Jake Jacobs (IL) Kit Woolsey (CA) 

All rights reserved. A word about copying this 
publication-iJO ahead. You may copy any of 
this for noncommercial purposes as long as you 
give full credit to "CHICAGO POINT, 3940 W. 
Bryn Mawr Ave . 504, Chicago, IL 60659-3128." 

CHICAGO POINT is published monthly. The 
subscription rate is $25/12 issues ($35 interna
tional airmail in USD check drawn on u.s. bank). 

Advertising Rates: 2 3/8" x 31/4" = $40. 1/4 
page= $70. 112 page= $115. Full page= $200. 
If the ad is not "camera ready," request layout 
and typesetting for an additional charge. 

LETTERS 
~= 
~-

c/o CHICAGO POINT 
3940 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. 

Suite 504 
Chicago, IL 60659-3128 

LOUISVILLE TO JOIN 1996 ABT 
After eight years, the Louisville Backgam
mon Club is excited about the prospects of 
bringing a regional backgammon tourna
ment back to Louisville, Kentucky. As per 
our discussion, we are pleased to make this 
event part of the 1996 American Backgam
mon Tour. As soon as the dates are finalized, 
we will advise you for inclusion in the 
1996 ABT schedule.-Holland "Quint" 
McTyeire, Louisville Backgammon Club 

GOT A SPARE $10,000? 
The 1996 Paradise Island/A tlantis Pro-Am 
will be played 1-4 Feb. at the newly
renovated Ocean Club in the Bahamas. The 
focus is Doubles with an entry fee of 
$10,000 per team. Play (one match per 
day) is conducted around the swimming 
pool. The winning pair usually picks up 
around $100,000. There are also high entry 
jackpots every day for those eliminated in 
the Doubles. If people want high action. 
this tournament is for them. 'Ribbon 
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coming attractions 

MARK YOUR BACKGAMMON 
1 , l" s. 

CALENDAR 1.1110 11 1213 by Carol Joy Cole 14151111111020 

21222:l24!521i27 
212tl0l1 810/232-9731 

• Denotes new or revised listing American Backaammon Tour events underlined. 
NATIONAL 

Dec 17 New England Club Monthly, Sheraton-Commander, Cambridge, MA 617/784-6114 
Dec 17 Atlanta Holiday Tournament, Three Dollar Cafe, Buckhead , GA 770/441-2074 
Dec 17 Greater New York Club Monthly Tournament, Ramada Inn, Woodbury, NY 718/341-3779 
Dec 21 Th ird Thursday Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 810/232-9731 
Dec 28 Flint Area Club Holiday Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 810/232-9731 
Jan 1 1996 FIBS Winter Blitz, Via computer modem, Internet E-mail : davide@sco.com 
Jan 6* C.B.O.B. Grand Opening Tourney, C.B.O.B. Clubroom, Chicago, IL 708/359-3855 
Jan 6 Sangamon Valley Monthly Tourney, Parker's Sports Bar, Springfield , IL 217/483-4028 
Jan 13-14 * Winter Open Tournament, Promenade Cardroom, Bethesda, MD 301/530-0604 
Jan 14 * New England Club Monthly, Sheraton-Commander, Cambridge, MA 617/784-6114 
Jan 14 * Milwaukee Bimonthly Tournament, John Hawks Pub, Milwaukee, WI 414/463-2498 
Jan 16 Bar Point Club Awards Night, Golden Flame, Chicago, IL 312/583-6464 
Jan 17 RSCARDS Winter 1996 Computer Modem Tournament, GEnie 301/294-2212 
Jan 18* BG on Board Warm-up Tourney, Biscayne Bay Marriott, Miami, FL 312/583-6464 
Jan 19-22 Backgammon on Board Ill , Miami to Key West cruise tourney on NCL 312/252-7755 
Jan 25* Flint Club Awards Party & Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 810/232-9731 
Jan 26* NEW DATE-Hawthorne BG Classic, Hawthorne Race Course, Cicero, IL 312/583-6464 
Feb 3 Sangamon Valley Monthly Tourney, Location TBA, Peoria, IL 217/483-4028 
Feb 11 * Bar Point Doubles Tournament, Braxton Seafood Grill , Oak Brook, IL 312/252-7755 
Feb 11 * New England Club Monthly, Sheraton-Commander, Cambridge, MA 617/784-6114 
Feb 15* Third Thursday Bonus Tournament, Ramada Inn, Flint, Ml 810/232-9731 
Feb 16-1 8 18th Pittsburgh Championships, Greentree Marriott, Pittsburoh, PA 412/823-7500 
Mar 2* Sangamon Valley Monthly Tourney, Parker's Sports Bar, Springfield, IL 217/483-4028 
Mar 3 12th Fleet Underwood Benefit Tournament, Ramada Flint, Ml 810/232-9731 
Mar 8-1 0* 36th Gammon Assoc. Invitational. Venue TBA, Los Angeles, CA 818/901-0464 
Mar 17* New England Club Monthly, Sheraton-Commander, Cambridge, MA 617/784-6114 
Mar 22-24 1996 Midwest Championships. The Drake Oakbrook, Oak Brook, IL 312/583-6464 
Apr 13* Sangamon Valley Month ly Tourney, Parker's Sports Bar, Springfield, IL 217/483-4028 
Apr 13* Spring Open Tournament, Promenade Cardroom, Bethesda, MD 301/530-0604 
Apr 14* New England Club Monthly, Sheraton-Commander, Cambridge, MA 617/784-6114 
Apr 17* RSCARDS Spring 1996 Computer Modem Tournament, GEnie 301/294-2212 
Apr 19-21 Spring Gran Prix, Embassy Suites Hotel. La Jolla, CA 619/294-2007 
Apr 23-28* Worldwide Twin Championships, Riviera Hotel, Las Vegas, NV 702/893-6025 
May 24-27* 17th Ch icago Open, Woodfield Hyatt Regency Hotel, Schaumberg, IL 708/674-0120 
Jul4-7 Michigan Summer Championships, Novi Hilton Hotel, Novi, Ml 810/232-9731 
Aug 11-18 World Cup V and U.S. Open , Harvey's Hotel Addison, Dallas, TX 301 /299-8265 
Aug30-Sep2* 43rd Indiana Open , Radisson Hotel (tentative), Indianapolis, IN 317/845-8435 
Oct 11-13* Nation 's Capital Championships, Promenade, Bethesda, MD 301/530-0604 

Dec 16 
Dec 16-17 
Jan 6-7 
Jan 6-7 
Jan 8 
Jan 13-20* 
Jan 16-21 
Feb 1-4 
Feb 5 
Feb 8-11 * 
Feb 10-11 
Feb 15-18 
Feb 22-25 • 
Mar 1-3 
Mar 4-9 * 
Apr 5-8* 
Apr 13-14* 
Apr 20-27 
Jun 25-30 * 
Jun 27-30 
Jul 2-4 
Jul8-14 

, Jul 18-21 * 

OUTSIDE USA 
Bonzo-Backgammon, Tinneff, Bielefeld, Germany 49521-64314 
Christiania Christmas Cup, Mandfeskeren, Christiania, Denmark 4531-5714 56 
The Mary Rose Tournament, Hilton National, Portsmouth, England 441522-546993 
Berlincup & Billard International, Berlin-Pavilion, Berlin, Germany 4930-461 9624 
Hong Kong Monthly Tournament, Ladies Recreation Club, Hong Kong 852-846 1923 
Australian Champs, Lasseters Hotel Casino, Alice Springs, Australia 1800-658 951 
4th Turkish Open, Conrad International Istanbul , Turkey Eitan Telefax: 972 3-672 8918 
Paradise Island/Atlantis Pro-Am, Ocean Club, Pradise Island, Bahamas 301 /299-8265 
Hong Kong Monthly Tournament, Ladies Recreation Club, Hong Kong 852-846 1923 
French Open Championship, Hotel Lutetia, Paris, France 331-43591080 
Jarvis Trophy Tournament, George Hotel, Solihull, England 441522-546993 
1st Monte Cassel Cup, Sch losshotel Wilhelmshohe, Kassel , Germany 49561-898768 
10th Cannes International Festival of Games, Cannes, France 4161-331 5816 
Einladungsturnier, Hotel am Kaiserbrunnen, Brake! , Germany 495 21-64314 
2nd Kenyan Open Tournament, Casino Malindi , Malindi, Kenya 254123-30878 
8th Nordic "Wide" Open, Radisson SAS Hotel, Copenhagen, Denmark 4539-40 06 07 
British Open, George Hotel, Solihull, England 441522-546993 
Caribbean Open, San Juan to New York cruise tourney on Mv Zenith 4930-461 9624 
2nd Backgammon Olympiad , Casino of Venice, Italy 3941 -5211029 
2nd Kaiserbrunnen Cup, Hotel am Kaiserbrunnen, Brake!, Germany 495 21-64314 
Pagano's 2nd Super Cup Villa Condulmer, Venice, Italy 3941-5211029 
Monte Carlo World Championship, Loews Monte Carlo Hotel, Monaco 3392-16 21 33 
Riviera 's Cup Championship, Hotel Martinez, Cannes, France 331 -43591080 
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AMERICAN 
BACKGAMMON 
TOUR *1995 

AMERICAN BACKGAMMON TOUR * 1995 
Top 1 00-Final standings after 17 tournaments 

159 players earned points 
AMERICAN 
BACKGAMMON 
TOUR *1995 

Joe Russell 37.81 Ray Baker 10.59 Wally Wolf 6.16 John Smulders 4.38 
Doug Roberts 36.21 Arnold Zousmer 10.40 Richard Armbruster 6.12 Bob Glass 4.20 
Abbas Zaltash 35.02 Steve Hast 10.21 Patti Beadles 6.08 Marcy Sloan 4.20 
Harry Cohn 33.82 Paul Stebbing 9.90 Mike Senkiewicz 5.85 Howard Ring 4.16 
Walter Trice 24.61 Jake Jacobs 9.63 Herb Gurland 5.78 Paul Symington 3.90 
Mike Colgan 22.88 Dan Shapiro 9.47 Mike Pettigrew 5.75 Elijah Miller 3.83 
Harry Brown 21.53 Trisha Hegland 9.46 Martin Lee 5.60 Don Parker 3.78 
Art Benjamin 21.18 Hal Heinrich 9.45 Bob Green 5.58 John Jennings 3.75 
Odis Chenault 20.83 Chuck Slimming 9.33 Marta Hilworth 5.52 Bill Davis 3.62 
David Rubin 19.91 Clarine 9.03 Paul Franks 5.29 Frank Talbot 3.62 
Dave Williams 18.90 Ray Fogerlund 9.03 Bob Lumbra 5.29 Mike Friedman 3.62 
Bob Paris 16.50 Alan Steffen 9.01 Hersel Namdar 5.26 Peter Heitmuller 3.62 
Dean Muench 15.86 Dean Adam ian 9.00 Milad Doueihi 5.20 Jeff Kane 3.51 
Bob Koca 15.06 Fred Kalantari 8.40 Norm Wiggins 5.16 Frank Dickerson 3.32 
Homer Hector 14.50 Doug Amenda 8.40 Steve Goldstein 5.10 Bill Rudd 3.20 

LETTERS ... 
[Continued from page 2] 

clerks' need not apply!-Lewis Deyong, 
Tournament Director, London, England 

For more information on this event, con
tact Kent Goulding at 301/299-8265.-Ed. 

BACKGAMMON, O.J. STYLE 
Regarding Lee Hoge's request in last 
month's POINT for what type of backgam
mon game celebrities like O.J. Simpson 
play. I talked with a couple of people out 
here who played with O.J. back in the early 
80s. They told me he was a slasher.-Norm 
Wiggins, Quartz Hill, CA 

Paul Magriel 14.50 Emily Fisher 8.04 Ed Johnson 5.00 Mike Rezai 3.06 GO WHERE THE ACTION IS 
Maurice Barie 14.24 Peter Kalba 7.77 Jim Forbes 4.95 Larry Liebster 2.94 The Kew Backgammon Club went into what 
Tom Costigan 14.24 Jack Takala 7.50 Pat Gibson 4.94 Pete Ryder 2.79 could be a permanent "recess" for lack of 
Blake Sorem 14.10 Wally Watson 7.30 Sally Woolsey 4.73 Troy Longman 2.79 d · J 1 T h · h AI 

~ · atten ance m u y. oget er wit ex 
Nora Luna 13.79 Toni Wuersch 7.25 Bill Hodes 4.66 Andy Krenitz 2.76 
J. M · h d 13 2 G Ph · 6 92 R d 11 w· Adler, my 19 year old son Paul and Brian 1m u1r ea . 5 eorge ot1as . an a 1tt 4.66 Airan Friedman 2.76 
Todd Doucet 12.31 Eden Windish 6.67 Darn Bishop 4.56 Jerry Smith 2.60 Wood, we commenced a new group at the 
Judy Brown 12.1 8 Bruce Pollack 6.47 William Counts 4.50 Jolie Rubin 2.60 Avenue Neighbourhood House in Blackburn. 
Kit Woolsey 12.15 Joe Sylvester 6.40 Joe Freedman 4.49 Ron Bruns 2.55 Sorry to say that after five months, we 
Gene Entel 11 .73 Randy Douthat 6.25 J.A. Miller 4.41 Kathy Muench 2.55 are still unable to field a regular eight 

The top three players will be honored at the Pittsburgh Championships 16-18 February. players. I wish backgammon was as popu-
Pittsburgh is the 1996 ABT kickoff event. Watch for the ABT all-time standings next month. lar as "Line Dancing" here. It's taken off in 

the last year and has been absolutely 
incredible, although it hasn't caught me yet. 

I 
CHICAGO 
BAR 
POINT 
CLUB 

Harry Cohn 
Neil Kazaross 
Tak Morioka 
Jake Jacobs 
John Demian 
Herb Roman 
Tim Mabee 
Paul Franks 
Richard Lloyd 
Gary Kay 
Alice Kay 
Reggie Porter 
David Rubin 
Don Jay han 
Joann Feinstein 
Phil Simborg 
Ed Buerger 
Frankie Farjood 
Paul Klein 
Mary Franks 
Arline Levy 
Bill Keefe 
Amy Valerio 
Phyllis Smolinski 
Harold Seif 

32.32 
30.00 
20.12 
17.64 
16.48 
16.04 
15.32 
12.00 
11.52 
11.08 
10.66 
10.18 
9.68 
9.40 
8.96 
8.72 
8.72 
8.28 
8.16 
8.12 
7.52 
7.44 
7.02 
6.88 
6.40 

CHICAGO BAR POINT CLUB 
1995 PLAYER OF THE YEAR 

Peter Kalba 5.20 
Nora Luna 5.12 
Jolie Rubin 5.00 
Ken Bond 4.80 
Bobbie Shifrin 4. 76 
Stuart Thomson 4.64 
Jeff Kane 4.56 
Alan Zimmerman 4.16 
Norma Shyer 3.96 
Georgina Flanagan 3.92 
Ralph Levy 3.76 
Bill Davis 3.72 
Paul Friedman 3.70 
Dean Muench 3.28 
DaveCramer 3.16 
Yamin Yam in 3.12 
Leslie Lockett 2.96 
Alex Itkin 2.96 
Sarg Serges 2.80 
Nan Feiber 2.64 
John Brussel 2.56 
Peter Heitmiiller 2.56 
Roz Ferris 2.40 
Paul Ruterman 2.08 
Andy Bittman 1.84 

Howard Ring 
Marcy Sloan 
Stu Katz 
John Stryker 
Elijah Miller 
Mojie Shishineh 
Wendy Kaplan 
Elaine Kehm 
Jerry Brooks 
Jon Hartman 
Tim Serges 
Mark Murray 
Jill Ferdinand 
Bruce Pollack 
Ed Bauder 
Marty Tatosian 
Rene Wojtysiak 
Doug Roberts 
Earl Risch 
Gregg Westrick 
Mitch Pomper 
Richard Stawowy 
Roger Smith 
Roland Dieter 
Walte r Trice 

1.76 
1.68 
1.68 
1.60 
1.52 
1.52 
1.48 
1.48 
1.28 
1.28 
1.28 
1.22 
1.00 
0.96 
0.96 
0.96 
0.92 
0.88 
0.88 
0.88 
0.88 
0.88 
0.88 
0.88 
0.88 

COMPILED 
THRU 30 NOV. 

Wilcox Snellings 
Andy Krenitz 
John O'Hagan 
Mike Flohr 
V.W. Zimnicki 
Ali Morovati 
David Rockwell 
Jay Ward 
John Meyers 
Steve Kiene 
Arlynne Simon 
Larry Strommen 
Jerry Smith 
Barbara Levinson 
Tom Fahland 
Don Marek 
Monica Miller 
Mark Zoll 
Patrick Desmond 
Willie Franklin 
Scott Richardson 
Kurt Warning 
Vinton Knarr 
Stan Kucharz 
Tim Carroll 

0.88 
0.84 
0.72 
0.72 
0.72 
0.64 
0.64 
0.64 
0.64 
0.60 
0.56 
0.56 
0.54 
0.48 
0.40 
0.40 
0.40 
0.32 
0.32 
0.32 
0.30 
0.24 
0.24 
0.18 
0.16 

November's player of the Month was TAK MORIOKA who appears to be solidifying his hold 
on 3rd place. Reggie Porter and Phil Simborg were runners-up. 

Although the standings through November show Harry Cohn in front, Neil Kazaross has 
moved into first place after two Dec. events. Three 1995 BPC tournaments remain. Can 
Harry come back? Don't forget Bar Point Club Award's Night 16 January 1996. 

December 1995 m 

Merry Christmas to all the Chicago Bar 
Point Club players.-Jim Vanselow, 
Blackburn, Victoria, Australia 

Why not take your club into the bars where 
line dancing is so popular? It worked for 
backgammon in the United States during 
the 1970s disco craze.-Ed. ~ 

your move 

PROBLEM #220 

Tournament double match-point. 
BLACK TO PLA V 4-4. 

CHICAGO POINT 85 



ASK 
DANNY 

insight 

© 1995 by Danny Kleinman 

REACHING A PEAK 

D ear Danny: Paul Magriel 's "Back
gammon" took our game to a higher 

standard in 1976. Then your "Vision 
Laughs At Counting" exposed elements of 
our game that almost nobody even knew 
existed before 1980. Do you think there 
will ever be another 20 year period of 
backgammon enlightenment similar to 
what we have just lived through ? 

I ask this question because I've been 
playing backgammon for about ten years 
now. It seems that my game may have 
peaked out. (This is not to say that I am one 
of the top 100 players in the world, how
ever.) What study methods do you suggest 
for me to take my game to the next level? 
Also, where will backgammon be in the 
year 2000?-Peaked Out in Pennsylvania 

DEAR PEAKED: Presumably, you have been 
combining the two ingredients essential to 
improving your backgammon: (1) study of 
the classic literature and new material 
currently produced by many fine analysts; 
and (2) practice. Alas, in backgammon as 
in other sports as diverse as chess and 
basketball, study and practice are necessary 
but not sufficient. We are limited by our 
native gifts. Most of us can no more reach 
the heights of Paul Magriel than of Paul 
Morphy or Wilt Chamberlain. As we 
approach our limits, diminishing returns 
from study and practice set in. Sooner or 
later, age erodes our skills faster than study 

RUSSELL WINS ABT ... 
[Continued from page I] 

the following pivotal position: 

9 point 
match. 
Glass 
(Black) 
leads 
Russell 
{White) 
7-5. 
CUBE 

RUSSELL (5) 

ACTIONS? ? 

and practice can hone them. 
I do not know your limitations in 

backgammon, but you have two things 
going for you: the slowness with which our 
minds deteriorate compared to our reflexes, 
and the great value of experience in back
gammon (especially for cube decisions). 

Not even the most gifted players can 
evaluate positions accurately by purely a 
priori analysis. All must rely on bench
marks- similar positions with known 
values- and judgment in estimating how 
deviations from these benchmarks affect 
equities. As you play more, observe more, 
and study more published matches, you 
accumulate more benchmarks and develop 
better judgment in applying them. This 
occurs without any great advances in 
backgammon theory. 

Your other questions ask about back
gammon theory itself. I doubt the next 20 
(let alone five) years will see advances 
comparable to the last 20. Diminishing 
returns set in here, too. Just as it may cost 
ten times as much to eliminate the last 50% 
of automobile exhaust emissions as the first 
50%, so also it may take ten times as long 
for advances in backgammon knowledge to 
eliminate the last 50% of errors that top 
players make as the first 50%. The first 
steps in any science are giant steps, the last 
steps only inches. 

I cannot say how or why Paul Magriel 
was able to write his pioneering Backgam
mon 20 years ago, but I can speak about my 
own contributions. Many biographical 
accidents had to occur for me to learn and 
write what I did about backgammon: a 
centipedal parlay oflongshots very un
likely to recur in the next 20 years. 

One set of accidents led to my develop
ing "Jack Gammon," a backgammon 
machine. First I tried programming Jack 
algorithmically: "Do this if your roll per-

Glass thought for a long time before 
accepting and eventually losing. "I ran this 
on JellyFish™ and Bob was right to take 
by about 2%," Joe reported. "It's tough to 
analyze these types of positions over the 
board, but I think he made the correct 
decision. I'm not sure JellyFish™ plays 
this kind of position perfectly, but it's got to 
be a very close call. Many players would 
pass at this score. I was impressed with 
Bob's take." 

mits, else do that." No matter which hierar
chy of priorities I invoked, Jack made bad 
plays-not just beginners' plays, but 
utterly absurd ones. 

Soon I replaced algorithm by compari
son of alternatives. I devised numerical 
measures of features (assets and liabilities) 
of the resulting positions, assigned weights 
to each feature, and had Jack make the play 
with the highest rating. Then I adjusted 
weights and measures until Jack moved 
regularly in accord with my own (limited) 
judgment. 

I "taught" Jack. Human concepts 
(boards and builders, blots and shots, 
anchors, primes and degree of contact) 
determined Jack's plays; human judgment 
evaluated them. I'll guess that the next 
giant step for backgammon theory may 
come when future computer programs 
invert this process. 

Already many analysts use massive 
JellyFish™ rollouts to estimate equities. 
Frog (a program in the year 2000) may 
play well enough for us to trust its rollouts. 
Monkey (a still more sophisticated program 
in 2015) may do more. Monkey may roll 
out sets of similar positions for comparison 
purposes, varying them in small increments 
(e.g. a spare on the 4-point instead of the 5-
point, or a blot 12 pips away from a hitter 
instead of 11 ), and use "multivariate analy
sis" to derive lists of relevant variables, 
measures of these variables, and weights 
which we can apply to the measures to 
generate accurate equities. Then the pro
gram will teach us, not we it. We may even 
learn new concepts.- Yours, Danny .1 

Questions for Danny Kleinman should be 
addressed to: Ask Danny, c/o CHICAGO 
POINT, 3940 W. Bryn Mawr Ave. 504; 
Chicago, IL 60659-3128 

1995 ABT standings are on page 3. G/A 
35TH INVITATIONAL results follow: .1 

OPEN ( 42): 1-Joe Russell , 2-Fred Kalantari (MN), 
3-Bob Glass; 1 C-Doug Amenda, 2C-Marcy Sloan. 
INTERMEDIATE (17): 1-George Photias (NV) , 
2-Randy Douthat; 1 C-Larry Deckel. 
SUPER 16 (24 ): 1-0dis Chenault, 2-Doug 
Mayfield, 3/4-Mike Mooney (AZ) I Zev Vered . 
DOUBLES (8): 1-Paul Stokes & Woody 
Woodson , 2-Saul Meir & Leon Weiner (TX). 

Champ Joe Russell, along with runners
up Doug Roberts and Abbas Zaltash will 
receive their ABT trophies at the 18th 
Pittsburgh Championships 16- 18 Febru
ary. Pittsburgh is the American Backgam
mon Tour kickoff event for 1996. Final 

SPEED-GAMMON: 1-Ray Fogerlund. 
CALIFORNIA CLUB CHALLENGE CUP (3): 1-
Gammon Associates (Bob Glass, Patrick Gibson, 
Todd Crosner, Mike Ungerleider, Norm Wiggins, 
Azzam Masarani), 2-Ciarine's of Beverly Hills, 
3-Backgammon Club of San Diego. GLASS (7) 
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'Long Road' Reviewed ... 
[Continued from page 1] 

escape more completely on 6-4 as 
well as 6-6, and isolates the two men 
White still has on Black's bar-point. 

"White has nearly equalized the 
race and should be thinking about 
clearing the bar-anchor safely. Now 
is a good time to play 18/14, 18/14. 
While this releases some of the pres
sure on Black's midpoint, it provides 
better coverage of White's outer 
court: double shots instead of single 
if Black runs with 6-4, 6-3, or 6-2 ." 

Deceptively simple! I doubt if anyone 
who has never struggled to write about 
backgammon checker play for publication 
can fully appreciate the artfulness of this 
analysis. The first paragraph neatly cap
tures the ineffectiveness of an offensive 
formation containing points six pips apart, 
and the next two play off the implicit 
inflexibility of this formation to motivate a 
search for "purer" alternatives. 

The second paragraph introduces the 
motifs of outfield control and communica
tion. The third recapitulates the control, 
communication, and flexibility themes and 
presents the recommended play as provid
ing a solution in all three areas. All this 
accomplished in simple language without a 
bit of abstraction or appeal to generalities. 
(Incidentally, Danny gets the right answer.) 

Most cube action problems are not 
solvable by pure reason, and since Danny 
doesn't do rollouts, his credibility is more 
problematical in this area. The matches in 
"Long Road To Gammon" happen to 
include many difficult and interesting 
doubling positions. Although I have only 
found a few in which I am 99% convinced 
that Danny's opinion is mistaken, there are 
more that I regard as too close to call. 
Oddly enough, the only position he puts 
into the "close/don't know" category is a 
calculable bearoff. 

Of course the book contains errors. It is 
not possible to write an interesting book 
about backgammon without making a few 
mistakes. Kleinman's reputation has 
suffered in some circles because he doesn't 
make the same kinds of mjstakes everyone 
else does. When he goes astray, it is usu
ally due to a blind spot in his positional 
vision-the inevitable result of failure to 
keep abreast of current tournament prac
tice. These mistakes then seem "obvious" 
to high-ranking players. 

For instance, his solution to CHICAGO 
POINT's June 1994 Problem #203 (page 19 

December 1995 

in "Long Road To Gammon") was a move 
that top players would not consider for 
long. Marty Storer wrote another solution 
to the problem, which appeared in the 
August 1994 POINT along with Danny's 
acknowledgment and "thanks for the 
correction." This was not a unique incident. 
Kleinman has no delusions of omniscience; 
his objectivity about his own work is one 
of his strengths. 

"Long Road To Gammon" is not free 
from "vision thing" errors. The two dia
grams below show a crucial point in a 
game from Match 1 (page 59) in which 
Kleinman's evaluation really seems to miss 
the boat: 

Diagram B. 17 point match. Black leads 
White 11-4. WHITE TO PLAY 6-3. 

Diagram C. 17 point match. Black 
leads White 11-4. CUBE ACTION(S)? 

In Diagram B, White slots his bar with 
1317, 13110, a play which Danny criticizes 
as "too risky." But the slotting play feels 
completely natural to me, and none of the 
three world-class players I consulted on 
this had much doubt that the slot was 
correct. Building a 5-prime from the back 
is the most efficient and direct way to use 
the checkers on the mid-point to create a 
winning position. 

Kleinman ' s recommended 13/4, plan-

ning to attack later, anticipates and relies 
on a tortuous, chancy path to victory: 
White will have to roll lucky point-making 
numbers, or hit loose, pray for Black to 
dance or at least miss, get lucky and cover 
the blot, hope Black dances again, or repeat 
the process ... and finally, with little 
timing left, thread his back man through 
Black's structure before his own position 
collapses. Meanwhile, if Black happens to 
have made a 6-prime, the attack will be 
100% futile. 

After White slots, Kleinman is sur
prised by Black's failure to double in 
Diagram C. Except for the shot, though, 
White has an edge in all departments: race 
lead, better home board, better checker 
distribution. If he makes his bar (26 num
bers miss, then 28 numbers cover, so he's a 
slight favorite), he'll also have a solid 5-
prime, which is a lot better than Black's 
gapped prime. My rollout result (-0.04 after 

~ double/take, I 08 trials) suggests that for 
money, it may actually be a beaver. 

The other errors I have found are a 
good deal less serious than this one, and 
most represent simple oversights. On 
balance, I strongly recommend "Long 
Road To Gammon," especially to those 
readers who are prepared to give it the 
thoughtful reading that it deserves.
Walter Trice 11 

november contest results 

CHECKER SWITCHEROO 
Solved 

T he challenge was to pick up two 
adjacent checkers (no space in be

tween them) and within four moves, repo
sition the checkers so that they alternate 
black, white, black, white, etc. 

Congratulations to ART BENJAMIN of 
Pasadena, CA who wins the $25 for this 
neat solution: Move BC to fill 2 and l. Move 
EF to fill 9 and 8. Move HB to fill 6 and 5. 
Finally move AE to fill 3 and 2. Bingo! 

It's a nice puzzle for between matches.l1 
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AMALGAMATION 

Look for an expanded "Winner's Comer" in 
the January POINT ... Yamin Yamin's (IL) 
interest in Chicagoland history, past and 
present is the impetus for his new game 
"Chicago Wheelers." The $69 game mentions 
several backgammon players. For more info, 
ca11708/317-9715 or write: Chicago Wheelers, 
Inc.; PO Box 275; Lake Bluff, IL 60044 . . . 
Former Louisville Backgammon Club director 
Larry Strasberg (KY) surfaced at the recent 
Gammon Associates tournament in Los 
Angeles ... Stu Katz (IL) is too busy with his 
new vocation to play much backgammon 
these days. His new company Cybering, Inc. 
builds home pages for computerland's World 
Wide Web. If you can use his services, call 
708/679-1772 ... Macintosh computer users 
still can't get JellyFish™, but for $24.99 (less 
in software stores) we can own "Game 
Parlor" by MacSoft (612/559-5140). The CD
ROM includes chess, checkers, solitaire, 
crossword puzzles and a standard version of 
Tom Johnson's (NV) Expert Backgammon™ 
with outstanding graphics. The manual 
suggests the following EXBG upgrades direct 
from Komodo Software (702/384-1 068): 
Game Edition $25, Master Edition $75 .. . 
John Stryker (IL) was part of the Oakton 
Community College's College Bowl team 
who won the Skyway Conference champion
ship this fall. The game required an extensive 
knowledge of all subject matters ... It was 
Thomas Jefferson who said: "I'm a great 
believer in luck, and I find the harder I work 
the more I have of it." Ll ' 

SIMBORG AND SHYER CAPTURE 
BPC FALL TROPHY TOURNEY 

Director Peter Kalba presents Norma Shyer 
with the Intermediate first place trophy. 

BAR POINT CLUB FALL TROPHY TOURNEY 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS-14 NOV. 1995 

OPEN (31 ): 1-Phil Simborg, 2-Herb Roman, 
3/4-Wendy Kaplan I Dave Cramer; 1 C/2C
John Brussel I Paul Klein. 
INTERMEDIATE (29): 1-Norma Shyer, 2-
Joann Feinstein, 3/4-Don Marek/ Roz Ferris· 
1 C-Steve Kiene, 2C-Paul Friedman. ' 

//::1be 
~/Midtown 

,~~eiub 
216 East 49th Street 

New York City 
(212) 935-9800 + (212) 223-8400 

Dr. Bob Hill, Director 
Faishon Bafna, Host 

~ Open daily, 1:00 P.M. until. .. 

V Featuring Backgammon, Chess, 
Rummy, Rubber & Duplicate Bridge 

+Table fees: $3-$4/hour (Maximum 
daily fee- $30) 

t BACKGAMMON TOURNAMENTS 
every Saturday at 1 :30 P.M. $200 guar
anteed minimum prize pool. 

~ Lessons provided 

V Meals available 

Join us for our Gala New Year's Eve Backgammon Party 

"The Hospitality Specialists. II 

18th Annual Pittsburgh 
Backgammon Championships 

February16-18,1996 
Pittsburgh Greentree Marriott Hotel 

Featuring 1995 ABT Awards ceremony 

AMERICAN 
BACKGAMMON 
TOUR* 1996 

KG-rated event. 
For an invite, call: 

Steve Hast 
{412) 823-7500 

The Elixir banned in Flint! 

DOUBLE ... now? 
The path to 

scientific backgammon. 

$20 in U.S.; $26 overseas 
(Price includes shipping & handling) 

~ liiiiiiiiii 
~ James Lortz ~ 

111 N. Church Street 
Salmon, ID 83467 

"Your opponent's bad luck 
is good. "-March 19 9 6 
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Grand Opening Tourney Saturday, January 6. 

Welcome in the new year 
with C.B.O.B.'s Grand 

Opening Tourney January 6, 
1996. For this very special 
Chicagoland backgammon event, 
there will be $500 added money, 
half-price guest fees, a Cham
pagne Brunch, and no fees for 
your non-playing spouse or date. 

C.B.O.B. will feature regular Sat
urday afternoon tournaments 
beginning January 13. There is a 
$50 guest fee for non-members: 

Complimentary Brunch for Entrants 
12:00 NOON-2:00 P.M. 

Multiple Entry Levels (93.75% return) 
$50 - Play starts 12:00 NOON. 7 
point matches. The winner 
plays at 1:00 P.M. The loser may 
reenter at a higher entry level. 
$100 - Play starts at 1:00 P.M. 7 
point matches. The winner 
plays at 2:00 P.M. The loser may 
reenter for $200. 
$200 - Play starts at 2:00 P.M. 9 
point opening round matches. 
Public draw to determine byes. 
Payouts: 8 players or less, 1st = 
67%, 2nd = 33%. More than 8 
players: 1st = 50%, 2nd = 25%, 
3 I 4 = 12.5% each. 

C.B.O.B. Information Form 

CBOB 

CBOB 
Grand Opening Tourney 

Saturday, January 6, 1996 
12:00 NOON 

$50-$200 Entry Fees 
$500 Added Prize Money. 93.75% Return. 

All Guest and/ or playing fees 50% off 
for tourney participants only. 

rrhe normal $50 guest fee becomes $25.) 
Complimentary Champagne Brunch from 

12:00 NOON to 2:00P.M. 
No guest fee for non-playing spouses/dates. 

CBOB 
Name ____________________________ ___ 

Address -----------------------------
CHICAGO BOARD 
OF BACKGAMMON 

C.B.O.B. will offer a refined 
atmosphere where members 
and their guests may come 
for dinner or relaxation as 
well as to play their favorite 
games. We will be open from 
12:00 NOON to 9:00 P.M. daily 
except Sundays and holidays 
unless otherwise posted. 
Daily playing fees will be de
termined by the stake at 
which the game is being 
played. All games are guaran
teed by and cleared through 

~ the club's management. 

Membership seats for 1996 
are available for $500 and are 
renewable on a yearly basis. 
Traders, members of the 
financial community, and 
players from Chicagoland are 
welcome to apply. Out-of
state membership seats go for 
$250. If you are interested in 
more details regarding the 
C.B.O.B., or would like to re
serve your membership seat, 
please fill in the information 
form and mail it to the ad
dress shown below, or call 
Dean Muench at (708) 359-
3855 or (708) 769-3824. 

Mail the completed form to: 

C.B.O.B. 
c/ o Dean Muench 
103 N. Babcock Drive 
Palatine, IL 60067 U.S.A. 

Ciry ____________________________ ___ 
Please check any of these games of skill that may interest you: 

State------------------------------
Zip Code __________________________ ___ 

Country ____________________________ _ 

Phone(s) ___________________________ _ 

0 Send more information about the 
C.B.O.B. location and club rules . 

0 Backgammon 0 Chess 0 Hearts 

0 Bridge 0 Gin Rummy 0 Pinochle 

O oilier _________________________ __ 

0 Send more information and use ilie 
enclosed check to reserve my seat. 



last month's position 

PROBLEM #219 
SOLVED 

by Neil Kazaross 

Money game. Black holds a 2-cube. 
CUBE ACTIONS? 

? . 

A lthough this position may look a bit 
unusual, the cube action can easily 

and accurately be determined by Jelly
Fish™ computer rollout since the checker 
play is likely to be quite straightforward in 
most variations. Unfortunately, one is not 
permitted to bring a computer to the table, 
so I will discuss my practical approach for 
solving this problem. 

Black is clearly a favorite to win the 
game and has some chance to gammon 
White if things go really well . From 
Black's standpoint, this is close to a "last 
roll situation" because so many sequences 
(Black's roll followed by White's roll) 
clarify the outcome. White will either hit at 
least one blot and win, or she'll miss and 
Black is then favored to clean up his blots 
and gin the game. Thus the volatility is 
very, very high right now and Black should 
be recubing here if he is a clear favorite not 
to be hit. 

To consider the volatility, Black can 
roll 5-5 or 6-6 and be playing for a gam
mon. On the other hand, he might shoot 4-6 
or 5-6, leave two inside blots, and get 
gammoned. A concept that is misunder
stood by many players is that the higher the 
volatility in an upcoming roll sequence, the 
lower Black's advantage has to be to 
justify a double or redouble since the risk 
of a huge market loss is great. 

So all Black must do here is realize that 
he is a clear favorite and then ship the cube 
over to White. But wait a minute! What 
about all those double blot numbers? Is 
Black really a clear favorite? Let's check 
without going through the mental gymnas
tics of cross-counting shots for each and 

every roll. 
Well, 1-2, 1-3 and all doubles leave at 

most, one indirect shot. 2-3, 2-6, 3-5, 3-6, 
and 4-5 leave only 11 shots, although shots 
may repeat if Black rolls poorly next turn. 
The hitting 1-4, 1-5 and 1-6 force Black to 
leave a direct shot; however the number of 
hits is not high as White has two men on 
the bar. Now 4-6 and 5-6 leave two inside 
blots and will likely get Black recubed to 8. 
The other numbers leave 18-20 shots and a 
near toss-up game. All told, it seems like 
White is going to get the equivalent of a 
direct shot next roll and still have some 
shot possibilities on the following shake. 

Does Black lose if hit? Certainly, 
unless he hits back with 3-5 or leaps in and 
out with 3-6. 

How often will Black get gammoned? 
Actually, not that often because first, White 
needs to pick up two blots (both of which 
may not even be around). While White 
waits for the second blot, there is the 
chance of Black entering and escaping. 
And even if White hits the second checker 
and completes a closeout, she is still only 
about 40% to win that gammon. Thus, 
Black is not likely to get gammoned and 
White will often cash via recube after 
hitting only one blot. Since Black will only 
be hit a bit over 30% next roll and has more 
gammon chances than White, Black must 
redouble now! 

White must decide whether she can 
take this cube. How often can she really get 
gammoned if she never hits? White need 
11 crossovers to get all her men in. Black 
will hit White with an ace, cost her two 
more crossovers, and give her dancing 
chances. White also needs to bear a 
checker off and may waste a crossover 
moving around the board. So it looks like 
White will need seven or possibly eight 
rolls to save the gammon if she doesn't hit. 

However, Black will need one roll to 
bear his men in and eight more to bear 
them off and also may waste a roll cleaning 
up a blot or two. So Black will need nine, or 
maybe 10 rolls to bear off his men. Al
though Black has a speed board and shoots 
first, it is clear that White is a favorite to 
save the gammon when she is unable to hit. 

Let's estimate that White is only 
gammoned 30% of the time she misses. 
Next we have to consider how often White 
can hit Black on the second roll. Many 
sequences leave Black with an outside blot 
or an outside and inside blot and consider
able cleanup work. Let's say that in the 
70% of the games where Black escapes 
getting hit this turn, he will be hit in I 5% of 
those in subsequent turns. So in total, 
Black gets hi t about 40% and loses almost 

all of them, while White misses 60% and 
gets gammoned in 30% of those. Going 
through the numbers, we have White 
winning almost 40% and getting 
gammoned only 18%. Thus White has a 
clear take here and might even get a couple 
of gammons herself, or at least a "recube 
in" if Black shoots 4-6 or 5-6. 

My JellyFish™ rollout agreed with this 
"seat of the pants" evaluation and showed 
Black winning only one point if he holds 
the cube. By doubling, Black's expectancy 
would rise to a point and one-half per 
game. (Initial rollout results: Black wins 
44% single games, 17% gammons; White 
wins 38% single games and 1% gammons. 
Personally, I think White can win 2%-3% 
gammons here.) Of course, White must 
"take" since she would forfeit two points 
by passing. 

Another JellyFish™ rollout showed 
that Black has a close pass if he rolls a 
number like 2-6 and gets hit and enters on 
the 3-point but can't leap. Thus we can see 
that getting hit is indeed almost fatal for 
Black. If Black rolls the 4-6 or 5-6 turkey, 
it seems White can gain a bit of equity by 
sending over the easily takeable recube to 8. 

Two lessons are apparent in this prob
lem. First and most important is that you 
must cube in high volatility situations when 
you are the clear favorite. Secondly, as a 
rule of thumb, turn the cube when you have 
a huge race lead and only one point to clear 
unless you can see that your opponent is 
close to a favorite to hit you. L1 

I
CHICAGO 
BAR 
POINT 
CLUB 

Bill Davis 
312/583-6464 

Peter Kalba 
312/631-8350 

Tuesday, 6:15P.M. at Golden 
Flame, 6417 W. Higgins Rd., 
Chicago; 312/792-0424. 

Sunday Bimonthly, 12:30 P.M. 
at Braxton Seafood Grill, 3 
Oakbrook Center Mall, Oak 
Brook; 708/57 4-2155. 

PUB CLUB: Tournaments Monday, 7:30 P.M. at Cricket's 
Pub & Grill, 602 W. North Ave., Glendale Hts. V. W. 
Zimnicki (708/924-8632). 
GAMES PEOPlE PlAY:Tourn. Monday, 6:30P.M. at Alexander's, 
3101 E. 79th St., Chicago. J.A. Miller (312/734-9430). 

BlOOMINGTON-NORMAl BG ClUB: Tourn. 1st, 3rd, 5th 
Monday, 6:15 P.M. at Ride The Nine. 503 N. Prospect, 
Bloomington. Lane O'Connor (309/454-1947) 
SAN GAM ON VAllEY BG ASSN: Tourn. Wednesday, 6:00PM. 
at Brewhaus, 617 E. Washington. Springfield. Ben Zemaitis 
(217/483-4028). 
WINNETKA BG ClUB: Tournaments Wednesday, 7:00P.M. 
at 620 Lincoln, Winnetka. Trudie Stern (708/446-0537). 
CENTRAl Ill. BG ClUB: Tourn. Thurs., 6:30P.M. at Uncle 
Bill's Smokehouse, 7929 N. Knoxville Ave., Peoria. Linda 
Woods (309/686-6662). 
NORTH ClUB: Daily side play except Sunday at 4747 W 
Peterson (Suite 2), Chicago. Greg Defotis (312/286-6719). 
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$50,000.00 Added 

Tournament Particulars 
• Entry fees: 

Championship . ... $800 ($110 reg.) 
Intermediate ... ... $400 ($ 80 reg.) 
Beginner .. ... .... $200 ($ 60 reg.) 

• Free Kick-off tourney: $3,000 Added 

• Team tournament: $2,000 Added 

• Gala Auction Dinner 

Discount Travel Rates 
PEDROZA TRAVEL CENTER 
Cecilia Pedroza, President 
369 Fairfax A venue, Suite 7 
Los Angeles, CA 90036 
8001237-1597.2131651-1931 
Fax:213l651-1982 

Tournament Director 
Abraham Eitan 

Tel.: 972-3-604 9137, 672 7063 
Fax: 972-3-672 8918 

To receive an invitation, write to 
CHICAGO POINT; 3940 W. Bryn 
Mawr 504; Chicago, IL 60659. Or 
fax your request to 312/583-3264. 

Conrad-Istanbul Hotel & Casino 
• The finest hotel in Istanbut Turkey 

• Superb rooms and facilities 

• Health club, indoor I outdoor pools 

• Award-winning restaurants 

• High action Casino 

Reduced Room Rates 
$95/night, single or double occ. 

(Please mention the tournament. The 
regular room rate is $185 I night.) 

Make your reservations directly 
with the Conrad-Istanbul Hotel: 

Tel: 90-212-227 3000 
Fax: 90-212-259 6667 



.$JaoiFmmo-n Ar~entru 
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proudly presents 

~ 
~ 

Caribbean Open 
International Backgammon Tournament 

aboard the cruise ship 

Mv Zenith ***** 
from San Juan, Puerto Rico to New York City 

20th-27th April 1996 

I US $ 15,000.00 Added + extra prizes I 
Prices: Reservations: 

Entry fee ... .. ....... .... .... ...... .. . US $1,500 Backgammon Agentur 
Hofener & Sauer 

Kolbergerstr. 6 

(No registration fee) 
Aboard Ship 

Category Rate 
Double, inside .. .. .. ...... .. .. .... .. US $1,313 

13357 Berlin, Germany 

Double, outside .. .... ...... .. .... .. US $1 ,605 Phone: ++49/30/461 9624 
Double outside deluxe .. ......... US $1,715 Fax: ++49/30/461 9623 
Single supplement .. ... 50% of double rate 

Rates include 7-day cruise, full board, 
and all harbor fees 

Tournament limited to 128 players 
Reservation Deadline: 31st January 1996 

Saturday, 20th of April 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Arrival of participants 
11 :45 pm ...... ..... . ... .. .. ... . Departure 

Sunday, 21st of April 
St. Thomas 
7:30 am-6:00 pm .... ... .. . ..... Daytrip 
10:00 pm .. .. ... ...... .... ..... .. Warm-up 
11 :00 pm .... ... ... .... .. .. ... .. .. J ackpots 

Monday, 22nd of April 
St. Maarten 
7 :00 am- 6:00 pm ..... ..... .. ... Daytrip 
10:00 pm ...... ..... Superjackpot with 

extra prizes 

Program: 

Tuesday, 23rd of April 
At sea 
2:00pm ... ...... . Start of Tournament 

Wednesday, 24th of April 
At sea 
1:00pm .. . Players Auction: Final 16 
2:00pm .... ... Tournament continues 
2:30pm .. ...... .. Start of Consolation 
9:30 pm .. ........ ......... .. Quarterfinals 

Thursday, 25th of April 
Bermuda 
8 :00am-4:00pm .. .. ... .. ...... Daytrip 
8 :00pm ... .. ... ....... ... .. .. ... Semifinals 
8 :30pm ... ... ... Start of Last Chance 

Friday, 26th of April 
At sea 
2 :00pm .. ... ... ..... .. ...... ...... .... Finals 
9 :30pm ..... .... ... Awards Ceremony 

Saturday, 27th of April 
New York , U.S.A. 
8 :00 am .... . Arrival in New York City 


